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ACTUAL,  STATE  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE  ON  THE  COAST 
OF  AFRICA. 

[The  following  article  is  from  tbc  Amulet  for  1832,  said  to  have  been  written  by  a 
distin^ishcd  British  Naval  Officer,  who  passed  three  years  on  the  Africaa 
Coast.  We  omit  a  few  passages  which  relate  less  directly  to  tho  main  object 
of  the  article.] 

The  question  of  tlie  existence  of  Slavery  in  the  British  do- 
minions is  now  likely  to  be  tried  with  all  that  effect  which  the 
voice  of  the  whole  comraunity  raised  against  it  can  give  to  it. — 
Therefore  it  may  be  important,  as  bearing  directly  upon  the  sub- 
ject, to  state  what  is  the  present  situation  of  the  coast  of  Africa; 
that  it  may  be  seen  how  little  can  be  done  to  ameliorate  its  con- 
dition as  long  as  we  sanction  by  our  conduct  the  existence  of  sla- 
very elsewhere;  and  that  there  is  demand  to  supply  the  waste  of 
life,  which  will  be  supplied  per  fas  and  ne/a.?. 

From  Cape  Shortcl,  in  35="  N.  to  Lat.  18°  N.,  the  coast  is  in- 
habited by  the  Moors  of  Morocco  and  other  tribes.  "With  those 
of  the  Moors  the  Europeans  regularly  trade,  as  they  have  a  suc- 
cession of  towns  on  the  coast,  as  far  as  Wcdnom,  on  the  river 
Akassa.  From  hence  there  is  a  constant  intercourse  with  the 
interior;  and  a  caravan  sets  out  regularly  and  returns  from  Tim- 
boctoo,  to  trade  in  gums  and  gold-dust. 

Having  passed  the  coast,  to  Cape  Bojador,  is  a  desert  and  very 

dangerous  tract.     It  is  fre(|uented  by  tribes  of  wandering  Moors, 

who  come  to  the  shore  on  the  speculation  of  wrecks,  where  they 

build  huts  of  sea-weeds,  and  watch  the  approach  of  ships.    They 
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pluii.icr  ail  1  bum  ilie  vessels,  and  make  slaves  of  the  crews  and 
pisv.ii^crs.  It  was  ainonu  these  that  Adams  and  Reily,  tvhose- 
narratives  are  before  the  public,  were  detained  in  a  miserable 
captivity. 

The  lirst  European  settlement  ever  attempted  on  the  coast  was 
at  Portendie,  from  whence  the  Dutch  brought  gums  in  the  be- 
giunins^  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  French  aftervrards  es- 
labiishcd  a  fattury  there,  and  built  a  fort  in  17-24,  but  it  hasbeett 
demolished  bv  the  English,  and  under  a  treaty  still  in  force  they 
can  have  no  permanent  settlement  in  this  place;  so  all  traces  of 
Kuropean  civilization  are  obliterated.  There  is,  however,  a 
Moorish  town,  the  natives  of  which  are  peculiarly  rude  and  im- 
portunate to  strangers.  The  coast  is  very  hazy,  and  cannot  be 
■eeu  at  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles.  The  water  is  shal- 
low, but  full  of  excellent  fish.  The  wet  season  sets  in  during 
July,  and  continues  through  August  and  September;  the  rain  is 
not  very  profuse,  and  the  sea-breeze  is  regular  and  cool,  so  that 
it  might  be  supposed  a  healthy  place:  but  the  fact  is  quite  other- 
mise.  All  the  crews  of  his  Majesty's  ships  suffered  severely 
from  it.  They  sink  under  a  heavy  oppression  of  spirits,  and  are 
greatly  alllicted  with  the  scurvy.  The  most  trifling  scratch  turns 
to  an  inTcterate  ulcer;  and,  before  they  are  a  week  at  anchor,. 
the  whole  ship's  company  are  more  or  less  afflicted.  To  account  for 
this,  it  was  remarked  that  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  to  a  considera- 
ble distance,  was  a  soft  slimy  mud,  and  the  shallow  water  along- 
side the  ship  was  always  foul  and  dirty,  of  a  dingy  green  colour, 
similar  in  appearance  to  stagnant  marsh-water.  There  was  no 
perceptible  current  to  set  it  in  motion;  and  the  wind,  blowing 
ever  this  extended  and  still  surface,  and  bearing  with  it  the  mi- 
asma engendered  in  the  exhalations,  was  necessarily  tainted  with 
its  unwholsome  quality;  and  instead  of  the  sea-breeze  being  salu- 
tary, aa  in  other  places,  it  was  found  to  be  most  noxious  and  pes- 
tiferous. Vet  this  turbid  water  abounded  in  fish  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  the  sea  seemed  alive  with  them;  and  when  a  swab  waa 
thrown  overboard,  and  dip|>ed  in  the  water  alongside,  it  would 
come  up  covered  with  different  kinds  of  small  shellfish;  and  va- 
rious aiiimaloulx  rapidly  engendered  in  the  putrescent  fluid. 

The  first  European  settlement  now  existing  is  Fort  I.ouie,  built 
by  the  French   on  an  inland  iu  the  river  .*?enegal    in  latit«d«  16* 
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N.;  so  that  nineteen  def^rees  otthe  coast  of  Afriea,  from  tlu;  en- 
trance of  the  Strait  of  (iibraltnr,  no  attempt  is  made  to  improve 
the  natives  by  anv  contact  of  I-urojican  habits  and  manners,  ex- 
cept those  which  the  short  visits  of  occasional  ships  may  com- 
inunicate. 

Next  follows  Gorce,  in  latitude  11'"'  N.,  built  on  an  island  with- 
in the  o;reat  promontory  of  Cape  Vcrdc.  It  is  nothing  more 
than  a  barren  rock,  but  is  rendered  important  by  its  situation.  It 
also,  as  well  as  the  former  belongs  to  the  Frcneh. 

To  this  succeed  the  settlements  on  the  river  Gambler,  which 
belong  both  to  the  French  and  English.  The  first,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  is  Bathurst,  built  by  the  p]nglish  on  the  low 
sandy  island  of  St.  Mary,  having  behind  it  a  marsh  almost  always 
dry  at  low  water;  and,  although  the  tides  flow  over  and  cover  it, 
it  is  highly  oflensive  and  insalubrious.  The  town  is  particularly 
unhealthy,  and  subject,  during  the  rainy  season,  to  the  worst 
description  of  fever.  Those  whom  duty  or  speculation  induce 
to  reside  there  are  the  victims  of  ill  health;  while  all  who  can 
leave  it  go  to  reside,  during  that  period,  to  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands  or  Goree.  Here  the  ground  is  comparatively  high,  capa- 
ble of  cultivation,  and  surrounded  by  a  pretty  country;  but  the 
swamps  of  the  other  shore  were  preferred,  because  there  was 
depth  of  water  for  shipping  quite  close  to  the  town. 

The  trade  up  the  Gambler,  with  the  interior,  is  considerable 
for  all  the  produce  of  the  country,  but  particularly  for  gums,  for 
Avhich  they  send  up  from  Bathurst  two  ships  annually,  from 
March  to  July,  for  whatever  quantity  the  JMoors  may  have  col- 
lected, who  bring  it  for  sale,  and  exchange  it  for  cotton  manu- 
factured goods  and  gun-powder. 

Seven  leagues  higher  up  is  James  Fort,  built  also  by  the  Eng- 
lish; and  Fort  M'Carthy,  called  after  Sir  Charles,  the  adjutant- 
governor  of  Sierra  Leone.  On  this  river  is  also  the  settlement  of 
Abredam,  established  by  the  French;  and  carrying  on  the  same 
commerce  as  the  former,  to  whom  they  are  formidable  rivals.  At 
thi;s  point  of  the  coast  Europeans  have  confined  themselves  to  a 
legitimate  traffic,  and  they  have  not  yet  polluted  it  by  the  pur- 
chase of  slaves. 

From  hence,  for  six  degrees  of  latitude,  the  coast  is  very  low, 
and  scarcely  discernible,  except  from  some  tall  trees  growing  in 
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the  kwamp*,  which  look  like  isluuds  iu  a  vast  expanse  of  water. 
It  i«cv«rv  where  iutcrscctcd  by  the  nioiitlis  of  innumerable  rivers, 
forraiog  uucouulahle  deltas,  and  communicaliug  together  by  cross 
channels.  The  »hure»  of  these  rivers  are  covered  with  Portu- 
guese cbtablishrucnts;  and  here  commences  that  traflic  in  human 
tleih  whicli  ha*  entailed  sucli  misery  on  the  Afiicua  and  such 
disgrace  on  the  Kuropean. 

The  princij)al  of  those  rivers  are  called  the  Cassamanza,  Ca- 
chco,  and  Hissao.  On  these  the  slave  factories  are  established, 
whii-h  are  the  great  marts  where  the  tralFic  is  supported  and  per- 
petuated, by  means  of  their  contiguous  settlements  in  the  Cape 
de  Verde  Islands.  The  locale  of  this  part  of  the  coast  renders 
it,  unfortunately,  well  calculated  for  the  purpose.  It  is  in  vaiu 
thut  His  Majcbtv's  cruisers  watch  the  mouths  of  the  rivers:  they 
have  certain  information,  perhaps,  that  a  slave  cargo  is  sailing, 
and  hourlv  expected  down  a  particular  branch  of  the  stream;  and 
they  blockade  it  so  strictly  that  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  escape;  but, 
ID  the  meantime,  it  passes  by  a  cross  channel  into  another,  and 
80  escapes  by  a  distant  mouth  while  the  cruiser  is  hourly  expect- 
ing it.  Just  before  this  coast  is  situated  an  archipelago  of  islands. 
One  of  these,  named  Bulima,  was  so  conveniently  circumstanced 
for  watching  the  debouehe  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  other  streams, 
infamous  for  slave-ships,  which  opened  in  its  vicinity,  that  it  was 
purchased  from  the  native  sovereign,  and  an  English  settlement 
placed  on  it,  by  the  late  Captain  Beaver.  In  consequence  of 
some  misunderstanding,  it  was  given  up,  till  Captain  Arabia 
again  arranged  matters;  but  unfortunately,  the  swampy  coast  in 
the  vicinity  renders  the  situation  so  very  unhealthy,  that  it  is 
probable  this  important  post  cannot  be  re-established  or  contin- 
Hed. 

The  Portuguese  settlements  here  extend  along  the  rivers,  for 
nearly  three  degrees  of  latitude,  to  Cape  Vargos.  The  country 
is  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile,  with  a  numerous  population,  par- 
ticularly along  the  river  Cassamanza,  where  the  Portuguese  have 
factories  for  cue  hundred  and  fifty  miles  up  the  river,  and  they 
eould  carry  on  a  njost  advanta;:^eous  trade  with  the  Felloops,  and 
other  nations,  for  ivory,  aromatic  seed,  dye-wood,  and  gold-dust. 
On  tb«  river  is  a  race  of  people  descended  from  themselves — the 
offspring  of  the   first  settlers,  but   now   hardly  to  be  recognized 
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from  the  aboriginal  Negroes.  They  raise  remarkably  fiue  cottou 
and  indigo,  and  manufacture  from  them  cloth  of  a  dye  and  tex- 
ture highly  esteemed  iu  Africa.  It  is,  however,  in  narrow 
breadths,  about  six  inches  wide,  and  then  sewed  together — like 
the  bundles  of  the  linen  originally  manufactured  in  Ireland — and 
it  is  susceptible  of  much  greater  improvement;  but  the  Portuguese, 
neglecting  these  advantages  and  capabilities  of  a  people  who  have 
a  mixture  of  their  own  blood  in  their  veins,  direct  their  atten- 
tion almost  wholly  to  the  traihc  of  slaves,  and  sell  indiscriminate- 
ly these  ingenious  artificers,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
wherever  they  can  catch  them. 

The  great  outlet  for  slaves  at  this  place  is  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands,  which  lie  contiguous.  The  governors  of  these  islands, 
and  the  dependencies  on  the  opposite  coast,  are  men  of  bad  char- 
acter, sent  here  as  on  a  forlorn  hope,  to  get  rid  of  them;  they  are 
generally  naval  commanders,  who  are  so  miserably  paid  that  they 
engage  without  scruple  in  the  slave-trade,  and  are  always  the 
principal  persons  concerned  in  it.  They  are  not  ashamed  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  avow  the  fact,  though  they  know  it  is  the  princi- 
pal part  of  their  duty  to  suppress  it.  They  excuse  themselves  by 
saying  that  they  have  no  other  means  of  living. 

The  flat  coast  extends  from  the  mouth  of  these  rivers  to  Sierra 
Leone;  but  it  is  watered  by  several  others  equally  infamous  for  the 
slave-trade.  The  principal  of  these  rivers  are  the  Pongas  and  the 
Nunez.  To  the  former,  foreigners  trade  for  rice,  ivory,  gold-dust, 
and  other  articles.  Those  who  principally  frequent  it  are  the 
American  blacks  from  Cape  JMesurado,  and  the  British  merchants 
from  the  Isles  de  Loss,  who  have  factories  established  along  both 
rivers.  To  the  influence  and  example  of  these  two  classes  of 
traders,  and  the  lawful  and  salutary  trade  they  carry  on,  is  to  be 
attributed  the  fact  that  there  is  here  no  direct  traffic  for  slaves, 
nor  do  slave-ships  resort  to  these  rivers,  as  they  do  to  others,  ex- 
pressly for  such  a  purpose.  Such,  however,  is  the  inveteracy  of 
custom  long  established,  and  cupidity  long  indulged,  that  it  is 
known  a  number  of  slaves  are  sent  annually  from  hence  to  other 
marts  on  the  coast:  these  are  brought  from  the  interior,  and  dis- 
patched coastwise,  in  small  vessels  and  canoes;  and,  more  gene- 
rally, by  inland  navigation,  from  branch  to  branch  of  the  great 
rivers,  to  the  factories  on  Rio  Grande,  and  from  thence,  in  larger 
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uuinbcrs,  to  Hii>3o,  und  direct  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands.  This 
circuiusiance  i»  clearly  proved  by  the  tesliruoiiy  of  such  of  the  poor 
■laves  themselves  a»  have  been  captured  in  the  Atlantic  passage. 
The  Tonircho,  l*orlU|i;uese  schooner,  was  taken  by  the  North 
Star,  with  slaves  from  liissao  for  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands. 
Many  of  thein  were  natives  of  the  country  about  the  Pongas; 
ihey  were  kidnapped  by  slavers,  or  sold  to  pay  for  a  palaver,  or 
lome  such  frivolous  cause.  They  had  been  conveyed  by  land 
and  inland  navigation  all  the  way  to  Bissao,  where  they  w«re 
manacled  and  confined  till  a  suflicient  number  was  collected  to- 
gether to  form  a  cargo,  and  then  they  were  shipped,  under  a  law- 
ful passport,  as  domestics!  A  boat  was  sent  up  to  explore  the 
river  Nunez,  and  ascended  for  eighteen  days.  They  saw  no  ves- 
»<:ls  or  habitations,  but  one  human  being,  who  tied  at  their  ap- 
proach into  the  mangroves.  No  doubt  he  supposed  the  boat's 
crew  were  slavers  on  a  kidnapping  expedition. 

The  river  Nunez  carries  on  a  larger  lawful  trade  with  foreign- 
ers than,  perhaps,  any  river  on  the  wester  coast  of  Africa.  Seve- 
ral European  factories,  particularly  English,  are  established  on 
its  banks,  where  they  derive  an  extensive  traffic  for  the  produce 
of  the  interior,  and  give  in  exchange  rum,  tobacco,  cloth,  and 
gunpowder.  Besides  the  usual  articles  of  produce,  the  natives, 
in  this  pUce,  manufacture  their  gold-dust  into  different  ingenious 
articles,  particularly  rings,  with  considerable  taste  and  ingenuity; 
aome  are  ornamented  with  clasped  hands,  which  seem  as  well 
executed  as  a  similar  device  by  a  European  goldsmith.  The 
gold  is  very  pure,  and  the  workmanship  such  as  to  promise  a 
cuusiderable  perfection  in  the  art  if  properly  encouraged,  and  an 
earnest  of  what  advancement  might  be  made  in  the  comforts  of 
civilized  life,  by  this  dopised  and  oppressed  race,  if  their  talents 
were  properly  directed  in  their  own  country. 

At  the  distance  of  seventy  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
is  I)ebucka,  where  the  native  king,  Mamadoo,  resides.  The 
boats  of  the  North  Star  ascended  to  it;  but  when  the  king  heard 
it  he  was  exceedingly  anxious,  and  would  not  allow  the  officer  to 
approach  hi>>  house.  The  cause  of  his  alarm  was  soon  evident: 
this  river,  cUo,  is  cursed  with  the  slave-trade,  which  continually 
interfere*  with  and  impedes  lawful  trallic:  there  was,  at  that  rao- 
ment.   a  Spanish  schooner  lurking  in  one  of  the  creeks,  kidnap- 
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piiiEj  aiul  carrying  oil"  the  mitivcs;  the  captain  was  actually  resi- 
ding at  the  king's  house,  in  whii-h  he  had  persuaded  him  to  shut 
up  a  cargo  of  his  subjects,  and  they  were  wailing  only  for  an  op- 
portunity of  embarkation. 

Immediately  off  this  coast,  and  opposite  the  mouths  of  the  ri- 
vers, are  the  Isles  de  Loss,  a  corruption  of  Isle  dos  Idolos,  in  lati- 
tude y  3'  N.,  and  forming  a  cluster  of  small  insular  spots.  The 
largest,  and  that  which  possesses  the  greatest  capabilities,  is  Ta- 
mara,  the  soil  of  which  is  exuberantly  fertile,  and  would  pro- 
duce abundant  supplies  of  vegetables  of  all  kinds  for  ships  in  the 
neighborhood,  but  it  is  altogether  neglected  by  the  natives,  from 
the  uncertaintv  of  a  market  to  dispose  of  their  perishable  pro- 
duce, and  also  from  a  feeling  of  the  uncertain  tenure  of  their  pro- 
perty, not  knowing  the  moment  when  they  themselves  may  be 
seized  and  sold.  There  are  three  or  four  villages  on  the  island, 
with  houses  of  a  better  construction  than  usual;  the  principal  is 
called  Clarkson's  Town.  The  whole  population  amounts  to  about 
1'200,  who  are  the  progeny  of  former  settlers  from  the  main, 
about  Dembia.  Some  soldiers  of  the  African  corps  from  Sierra 
Leone  have  land  assigned  them  here,  but  no  care  is  taken  to  in- 
struct them  in  a  proper  mode  of  cultivation.  They  are  allowed 
to  burn  the  soil,  scratch  in  the  grain,  and  after  exhausting  it  with  a 
crop,  leave  it  to  relapse  again  into  its  former  state  of  useless  and 
unwholesome  waste.  It  is  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  coffee; 
and  the  cotton  raised  is  of  a  fine  quality.  Besides  Tomara,  there 
are  Factory  and  Crawford  Islands,  on  one  of  which  is  a  barrack 
for  soldiers. 

While  the  slave-trade  was  permitted,  this  group  of  islands  was 
infamously  notorious  as  the  centre  of  the  nefarious  traffic;  and 
from  time  immemorial  they  had  been  occupied  by  factors  and 
agents  of  different  European  nations,  who  kept  here  openly 
droves  and  pens  of  human  beings,  kidnapped  on  the  continent, 
ready  to  be  sold  and  shipped  off  when  called  for.  Perhaps  the 
world  never  saw  a  stain  more  foul  on  human  nature  tliah  this 
place  of  resort  for  all  the  Christian  nations  of  Europe.  Hither 
ships  came  from  all  European  countries,  fitted  out  by  men  of  all 
religious  persuasions,  except  Quakers,  and  thought  it  no  shame 
to  purchase  their  fellow-creatures  as  they  would  cattle.  The 
Protestants  of  Enijland,  the  Calvinists  of  Holland,  the  Lutherani 
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o^  German?,  and  the  Catholics  of  France  and  Spain,  crovrded  to 
this  place  for  cargoes  of  human  flesh;  and,  having  sold  their  un- 
holy freights  at  an  inuuensc  profit,  tliouglit,  or  pretended  to  think, 
they  were  engaged  in  a  lawful  calling;  and  their  respective  gov- 
ernment}! sanctioned  and  protected  it.  U'e  have,  thank  God,  so 
far  departed  from  this  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  our  venerable  an- 
cestors that  we  punish  with  an  ignominious  death,  and  hold  up 
to  execration  the  memory  of  the  man,  as  a  worse  than  common 
Dialef:ictur,  who  shall  dare  to  commit  this  atrocious  crime;  and, 
tliough  much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  the  extinction  of  the  pub- 
lic shambles  kept  on  these  islands  is  some  consolation  to  humani- 
ty, and  an  existing  proof  of  the  decline  in  the  traflic  of  blood. 

Since  the  period  of  the  abolition,  the  islands  were  occupied  by 
four  English  merchants,  Car,  Leigh,  Lame,  and  Hickson,  who 
each  of  them  carried  on  an  extensive  lawful  trade  in  African  pro- 
duce; and  the  warehouses  were  filled  with  gold.,  gums,  and  ivory, 
for  sale,  instead  of  men,  women,  and  children.  On  the  death  of 
some  of  these  gentlemen,  the  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  M'Carthy 
took  possession  of  the  islands  by  treaty,  in  the  name  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  having  stipulated  to  pay  to  the  native  chiefs  an 
annual  rent,  in  articles  of  trade,  to  the  value  of  £75. 

It  would  now  be  a  transaction  highly  gratifying  if  this  nest  of 
slave-dealers  were  finally  and  permanently  superseded  by  a  thri- 
ving colony  of  fair  traders,  and  the  human  beings  formerly  driven 
here  for  sale  to  become  the  free  tenants  and  industrious  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil.  From  their  vicinity  to  the  mouths  of  the  rivers 
Dembia,  Pongas,  and  Nunez,  the  islands  would  be  an  important 
station  for  trade,  as  the  intercourse  would  be  much  more  free  and 
direct  from  hence  than  from  Sierra  Leone.  If  the  islands  were 
once  regularly  established,  with  a  small  military  force  of  men  of 
good  character,  and  under  a  commandant  not  likely  to  be  remo- 
ved; and  if  a  proper  system  of  cultivation  were  adopted  and  en- 
couraged, so  as  to  alford  a  regular  and  constant  supply  of  wood, 
water,  and  refreshment  to  ships  of  the  squadron  which  would  re- 
gularly !'rc(jueut  tlum,  the  number  of  resident  merchants  would 
increase,  so  that  they  might  become  a  depot  of  African  pro- 
dace,  and  a  place  of  considerable  importance.  Traders  would 
all  touch  here,  and  deposit  their  cargoes,  instead  of  running  up  the 
unhealthy  rivers  on  the  opposite  pestiferous  coast,  subject  as  thev 
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now  are  to  vexatious  delays,  and  to  the  mortality  of  their  crews 
from  the  necessity  of  drinking  the  tainted  water  of  these  streams. 
Above  all,  by  making  it  a  free  port,  open  to  all  foreign  vessels 
and  merchandise,  the  resident  British  traders  would  become  the 
agents  of  the  French  and  Americans,  who  would  prefer  resorting 
here  to  ascending  the  rivers  on  the  continent,  as  they  now  do, 
with  their  goods. 

The  eligibility  ofthi,  place  as  a  station  must  depend  on  its  lo- 
crI  advantages;  and  it  appears  to  be  less  exceptionable  than  any 
which  has  yet  been  tried.  Wholesome  wat<?r,  from  a  pure  spring, 
is  abundant.  Above  sixty  yards  above  high-water  mark  is  a  co- 
pious source,  from  whcih  vessels  were  supplied  by  tubes  over 
the  rocks:  and  boats  are  filled,  without  landing  the  casks,  at  the 
rate  of  thirtv  tons  per  day.  Firewood  is  in  profusion;  oranges 
and  limes  may  be  procured  by  only  sending  to  pick  and  choose 
them:  poultry  may  be  had  in  any  quantity;  pigs  are  so  numerous 
tliat  they  run  about  the  island  without  seeming  to  belong  to  any 
particular  person,  excellent  sheep  may  be  bought  for  ten  shillings 
each;  and  bullocks,  in  prime  order,  are  always  grazing  on  the 
pastures.  Should  experience  realize  this  flattering  picture  it  will 
be  highly  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  Africa;  and  one  healthy 
and  plentiful  spot  will,  at  length,  be  found  by  the  English,  on 
this  insalubrious  coast,  where  they  may  fairly  try  their  benevo- 
lent experiment 

On  the  subject  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  the  causes  of  its  failure, 
so  much  has  been  said  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat  them 
here.  Public  expectation  has  not,  certainly,  been  answered;  but 
that  these  experiments  are  not  of  a  fanciful  or  impracticable  na- 
ture is  completelv  proved  by  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
colony  which  came  next  in  succession  on  this  coast.  This  is  a 
bold  promontory,  called  originally  Monte  Serrado,  but  corrupted, 
as  all  names  are,  bv  Xegro  pronunciation,  into  Mesurado.  The 
American  Colonization  Society  located  here  a  number  of  free 
people  of  colour,  the  offspring  of  African  slaves  born  in  America 
and  libf-rated.  They  were  sent  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
gettlement  was  called  by  the  appropriate  name  of  Liberiu.  There 
are  but  few  white  people  among  them,  and  none  who  pos- 
sess any  land.  Whrn  the  colony  was  first  established,  the  laud 
was  procured  from  the  native  chiefs  by  purchase  and  treaty;  but 
•2 
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•ome  misunderstanding  arose,  the  real  objects  of  the  colonists 
were  not  understood,  and  several  sanguinary  conflicts  ensued  with 
the  natives,  which  had  nearly  destroyed  the  establishment  in  its 
infancy.  But  under  the  prudent  management  of  Mr.  Ashmun 
the  agent  for  the  society,  these  diflTercnces  were  reconciled,  and 
amity  and   good-will   established    between   the   natives  and  the 

The  settlement  consists  of  two  establishments.  The  first  is 
Monrovia,  on  Cape  Mesurado,  and  the  other  Caldwell,  seven 
miles  up  the  river  St.  Paul.  The  whole  population  amounts  to 
about  three  hundred  families,  comprising  more  than  1500  per- 
Bons,  who  have  each  farms  allotted  to  them,  some  in  the  lower 
and  some  on  the  upper  settlement.  A  regular  and  most  improv- 
ed svstem  of  husbandry  is  insisted  on.  Every  man  is  not  allow- 
ed to  burn  down  and  cultivate  any  portion  of  the  land  he  pleases, 
as  is  permitted  in  our  colonies,  which,  being  abandoned  the  next 
year  and  suflered  to  run  into  brush,  is  known  to  contribute  great- 
Iv  to  taint  the  air,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  which  cultivation 
bad  rendered  salubrious.  Their  prescribed  system  of  agriculture 
is  regulated  by  those  plans  which  local  experience  has  found  to 
be  most  judicious,  wholesome,  and  productive;  and  no  man  is  al- 
lowed to  deviate  from  it:  in  this  way  their  maintenance  and  in- 
dependence, and,  to  a  certain  extent,  their  health  is  provided  for 
and  secured.  The  males  are  formed  into  a  regular  militia,  which, 
being  well  trained  and  served,  renders  the  colony  respectable  in 
the  eyes  of  its  neighbours,  and  secures  them  from  any  act  of  ag- 
gression; and  this  force  has  been  ethciently  called  out  more  than 
once  to  punish  depredations  and  robberies  committed  by  natives 
en  individual  colonists  while  in  pursuit  of  their  commercial  spec- 
ulatiuns,  either  coastwise  or  in  the  interior,  and  always  with  the 
best  results.  This  mode  of  well-regulated  self-defence  not  only 
gives  them  courage  and  confidence  in  themselves,  but  it  exempts 
tbein  from  the  degrading  and  demoralizing  effects  of  a  regular 
•oldiery  sent  from  the  parent  country,  which,  being  generally  of 
the  wor!>t  and  most  desperate  description  of  men,  set  examples  of 
the  most  dissolute  aud  profligate  liTes,  as  our  colonies  in  Africa 
know  by  melancholy  experience.  This  imposing  domestic  force 
gives  perfect  security  to  these  people  in  their  dealings  with  the 
natives;  and  a   very  profitrthle  ami    advantageous  trade   is  carried 
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on  for  gold,  camwood,  and  ivory,  with  tin.'  (jalliuas  and  Cape 
Mount,  to  the  north  of  their  setlleineiit,  and  as  far  couslwisc  as 
Tradetown,.to  the  cast  of  it. 

Nothins;  has  tended  more  to  suppress  the  slave-trade  in  this 
quarter  than  the  constant  intercourse  and  communication  of  the 
natives  with  these  industrious  colonists.  The  American  agent, 
Mr.  Ashmun,  took  every  opportunity  and  means  in  his  power  to 
extinguish  a  tralhc  so  injurious  in  every  way  to  the  fair  trader; 
and  at  Cape  Mesurado  good  and  correct  information  was  always 
to  be  obtained  of  any  slave-vessels  on  the  coast  within  the  com- 
munication or  influence  of  the  colony.  This  active,  respectable, 
and  intelligent  man  is  since  dead,  but  his  spirit  still  actuates  all 
his  people.  They  have  several  large  boats  and  small  decked  vessels 
belonging  to  their  community,  and  others  in  progress  of  build- 
ing. These  are  actively  employed  in  trading  along  the  coast, 
and  in  keeping  up  the  intercourse  with  Caldwell  and  the  inte- 
rior. 

The  river  St.  Paul  does  not  run  directly  inland,  but  takes  a 
course  coastwise  to  the  north;  it  does  not  therefore  penetrate  far 
into  the  country.  The  commercial  enterprise,  however,  of  the 
people  has  been  excited  by  the  favourable  accounts  which  had 
reached  them  of  the  interior,  and  induced  several  to  push  their 
speculations  as  far  as  150  miles,  without  the  aid  of  internal  navi- 
gation, to  a  large  and  populous  town,  the  residence  of  a  native 
king  of  considerable  influence,  with  whom  a  lucrative  commerce 
is  now  opened,  and  actively  carried  on,  for  gold  and  ivory;  and 
the  supply  of  the  former,  through  this  channel,  has  greatly  ex- 
ceeded expectation. 

The  character  of  these  industrious  colonists  is  exceedingly  cor- 
rect and  moral,  their  minds  strongly  impressed  with  religious 
feelings,  their  manners  serious  and  decorous,  and  their  domestic 
habits  remarkably  neat  and  comfortable.  They  had  the  inesti- 
mable advantage  of  being  originally  brought  up  in  the  frugal  and 
pains-taking  habits  of  the  people  of  the  country  from  whence 
they  were  sent,  and  received,  when  young,  the  moral,  religious, 
and  literary  instruction  of  white  peoj)Ie  in  their  class  of  life. — 
These  they  have  brought  with  them,  and  they  practise  them  with 
more  effect  as  they  have  no  bad  examples  to  mislead  them.  Those 
who  have  visited  them  speak  highly  of  their  appearance  and 
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mode  ol  liviug.  Tliev  are  a  comely  and  well-formed  race  of  Ne- 
groes, neat  and  clean  in  their  persons,  modest  and  civil  in  their 
manners,  and  refjulur  and  comfortable  in  their  dwellings.  Their 
houses  are  well  built,  ornamented  with  gardens  and  other  pleas- 
ing decorations,  and  on  the  inside  are  remarkably  clean — the 
walls  well  white-washed,  and  the  rooms  neatly  furnished.  They 
are  very  hospitable  to  strangers,  and  many  English  naval  olhcers 
on  the  station  have  been  invited  to  dine  with  them,  and  joined 
in  their  meals,  which  were  wholesome  and  good.  The  man  of 
the  house  regularly  said  grace,  both  before  and  after  meat,  with 
much  solemnity,  in  which  be  was  joined  by  the  rest  of  his  family 
with  great  seeming  sincerity.  They  all  speak  good  English,  as  their 
native  language,  and  without  any  defect  of  pronunciation.  They 
are  well  supplied  with  books,  particularly  bibles  and  liturgies. 
They  have  pastors  of  their  own  colour,  and  meeting-houses  in 
which  divine  service  is  well  and  regulaily  performed  every  Sunday; 
and  they  have  four  schools  at  !Mesurado,  and  three  at  Caldwell. 
By  one  ship  alone  they  received  500  yolumes,  presented  by  Dart- 
mouth College,  and  several  boxes  and  packets  of  school-books, 
sent  by  friends  at  Boston. 

Tiie  complete  success  of  this  colony  is  a  proof  that  Negroes 
are,  by  proper  care  and  attention,  as  susceptible  of  the  habits  of 
industry  and  the  improvements  of  social  life  as  any  other  race  of 
human  beings,  and  that  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
black  people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  means  of  such  colonies,  is 
not  chimerical.  Wherever  the  influence  of  this  colony  extends, 
the  slave-trade  has  been  abandoned  by  the  natives,  and  the  peace- 
ful pursuits  of  legitimate  commerce  established  in  its  place.  They 
not  only  live  on  terms  of  harmony  and  good- will  together,  but 
the  colonists  are  looked  upon  with  a  certain  degree  of  respect  by 
those  of  tht-ir  own  colour,  and  the  force  of  their  example  is  like- 
ly  to  have  a  strong  eflect  in  inducing  the  people  about  them  to 
adopt  it.  A  few  colonies  of  this  kind,  scattered  along  the  coast, 
would  be  of  infinite  value  in  improving  the  natives.  They  would 
much  sooner  acquire  their  confidence  and  esteem,  as  not  exciting 
that  jealousy  which  foreigners  always  cause;  and  the  very  ex- 
ample of  their  own  race,  thus  raised  in  the  moral  and  social  scale, 
would  be  the  strongest  motive  to  induce  others  to  adopt  and 
practise  Ihos*  qualities  by  which   they  were  rendered  so  mucli 


ISo-i.]  Actual  Slate  of  the  Slavc-Tiadc.  M 

more  comlortable  and  liiippy.  Should  iiu  uurortuiiiite  event  re- 
tard the  progress  of  those  colonists,  and  no  baneful  vices  be  in- 
troduced among  them,  thure  is  every  reason  to  hope  they  will 
difiuse  cultivation  and  iniprovcuu;nt  iu  Africa  to  a  considerable 
extent,  as  they  have  already  done,  on  a  limited  scale,  as  far  as 
their  influence  has  reached.  The  next  promontory  which  oc- 
curs is  Cape  Palmas,  on  which  reside  an  interesting  race.  They 
are  called  Kroo-men,  a  tine  athletic  people,  Avho  never  sufler 
themselves  to  be  made  slaves.  They  are  found  on  other  parts 
of  the  coast,  and  recognized  by  a  mark  down  their,  foreheads. 
Like  the  Swiss  and  Savoyards,  they  frequently  emigrate 
from  home  to  look  for  employment,  and  are  often  engaged  by 
Europeans,  particularly  English,  to  navigate  ships  and  boats. — 
When  they  obtain  a  competency  they  bring  it  home,  and  remaiu 
on  the  Cape  with  their  families. 

On  the  sweep  of  the  coast  included  between  Cape  Palmas  and 
Cape  Formoso,  usually  termed  the  Bight  of  Benin,  are  several 
European  settlements,  called  Cape  Coast  Castle,  Accara,or  Acra 
and  Elmina.  The  first  contained  a  British  garrison;  but  since  the 
Ashantee  war  it  has  been  abandoned  by  government,  and  the  sum 
of  £  1000  allowed  to  the  British  residents  to  support  the  station 
and  defend  themselves.  In  the  neighbourhood  is  a  village  of 
free  blacks.  A  number  of  prisoners  taken  from  the  Ashantees 
were  located  here,  and  had  land  assigned  and  houses  built  for 
them  by  the  British,  They  have  been  instructed  in  some  of  the 
arts  of  civilized  life,  and  cultivate  the  soil  with  sufficient  success 
to  support  themselves.  They  amount  to  about  two  hundred 
persons,  and  seem  so  happy  and  contented  with  their  lot  that 
they  show  no  wish  to  abandon  their  assigned  residence  or  to  re- 
turn to  their  native  place.  The  contiguous  settlements  of  Accara 
belong  to  the  British,  Dutch,  and  J)anes,  and  are  called  after  the 
respective  people  to  whom  they  appertain.  Each  of  these  na- 
tions is  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  As  long 
as  Cape  Coast  Castle  was  held  by  our  government  it  was  a  pow- 
erful restraint;  but,  since  it  has  been  given  up,  advantage,  it  is 
said,  has  been  taken  of  the  circumstance,  and  captured  slaves  are 
frequently  disposed  of  here  under  the  denomination  of  domestics. 

Farther  on  is  t^uitta,  a  Danish  settlement,  which  maintains 
here  a  military  lorce.     It  was  formerly  a  place  of  much  more  im- 
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|>oitincc,  as  app^•ar^  Ly  tin*  remains  of  buil(Jin;^s;  but  the  whole 
luiliury  uow  cuubi^ts  ol'  a  sergeant  and  a  small  guard,  who  ^eem 
>..l  here  rather  to  protect  than  to  prerent  the  traflic  in  slaves. 
J'ortu^;uese  vessels  resort  here  on  the  pretext  of  purchasing  Cow- 
ri;j  shells — a  species  of  Cypeda,  used  on  the  coast  as  money,  of 
which  forty  are  equal  to  a  penny — but  their  real  business  is  to 
purchase  slavi-s.  There  is  a  slave-factory  three  hoiir?,  or  nine 
miles,  from  this  place,  at  Awhey,  and  another,  about  the  same 
distance,  at  Wody.  Slaves  are  here  collected  and  sent  off  by  wa- 
ter; for  the  natives  in  the  vicinity  will  not  suffer  them  to  proceed 
by  land,  but  assemble  together  when  a  collie  approaches,  and 
seize  and  liberate  all  their  countrymen.  The  regulated  price  of 
a  slave  at  this  place  is  a  criterion  by  which  the  value  set  on  a 
fellow-creature  in  other  parts  of  Africa  may  be  estimated.  An 
•'ounce''  is  equal  to  fifteen  dollars  of  hard  money;  but  is  exchan- 
ged in  barter  for  an  otjual  value  of  commodity — twenty-four 
yards  of  cloth,  one  roll  of  tobacco,  four  gallons  of  spirits,  or  six- 
teen common  square  handkerchiefs: — the  value  in  this  way  is — 

for  a  Man,  9  o\inces,  or  '210  yards  of  cloth,  or  9  rolls  of  tobacco, 
or  'JG  gallons  of  spirits,  or  139  handkerchiefs. 

Tor  a  Woman,  8  ounces,  or  19"2  yards,  or  8  rolls,  or  3'2  gallons, 
or  1-is  handkerchiefs. 

For  a  Child,  (>  ounces,  or  111  yards,  or  (i  rolls,  or  21  gallons,  or 
IH)  handkerchiefs. 

Most  of  the  slaves  procured  at  the  factories  near  Quitta  are 
transmitted  to  Whyda,  a  place  originally  called  Ajuda  by  the 
Portuguese,  from  the  quantity  of  slaves  it  supplies,  and  which 
are  now  the  only  commodity  bought  and  sold  here;  and  the  coast 
is  frequented  by  numerous  fleets  of  Portuguese  and  Spanish 
vessels  to  carry  them  away.  The  principal  slave-factor  here  is 
De  Louza,  a  native  of  Lisbon,  exiled  to  this  place  for  crime 
committed  at  home.  He  resides  at  Whyda,  and  has  acquired 
great  influence  over  the  natives.  He  has  extensive  factories  for 
collecting  slaves,  like  other  goods,  ready  for  shipment.  The 
cargoes  of  ships  are  deposited  with  him;  and  whatever  number 
they  want  are  ready  to  embark  in  one  night  and  sail  when  it  is 
light  in  the  morning.  The  number  of  slaves  sold  by  this  single 
man,  or  his  agents,  is  estimated  at  6000  every  year!     Two  sla- 
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vers  Uave  the  coast  every  month,  having;  on  hoard  each,  on  an 
average,  '2')0  persons.  This  numher  wouUl  be  f!;reater  were  not 
a  providential  impediment  thrown  in  the  way  of  embarkin*; 
them.  There  is  a  heavy  surf  on  the  coast;  and  it  seldom  can  be 
effected  at  the  time  of  spring-tides.  This  aflbrds  to  our  cruisers 
opportunities  to  watch  the  coast;  and  they  are  always  on  the 
alert  at  particular  times  of  the  moon,  and  frequently  catch  the 
cargoes  in  the  art  of  embarking. 

Passing  Cape  Fornioso,  the  Bight  of  Biafra  commences,  into 
which  several  great  rivers  discharge  themselves,  long  infamous 
for  the  trall'ic  in  slaves.  The  principal  of  these  rivers  are  the 
Bonny  and  the  Old  Calabar.*  Xo  other  trade  is  carried  on  here  ex- 
cept for  human  flesh.  They  take  in  exchange  the  usual  cargoes 
of  spirits,  tobacco,  cloth,  and  gunpowder.  This  latter  article  is 
in  particular  request  here,  where  they  use  it  as  a  means  of  sei- 
zing slaves  from  their  less  powerful  neighbours;  and  thus  this 
trade  is  the  excitement  to  war  and  slavery  and  the  means  of  car- 
rying them  on.  The  sovereignty  of  the  coast  is  divided  between 
two  barbarians;  one  called  "King  Pepel,"  residing  on  the  river 
Bonny,  and  the  other  "Duke  Kphraim,"  on  the  Old  Calabar. 
The  contest  for  making  slaves,  and  the  opportunity  of  disposing 
of  them,  has  excited  a  deadly  enmity  between  these  native  ruf- 
fians, which  the  English  cruisers  avail  themselves  of.  When- 
ever one  of  them  proposes  a  cargo  the  other  immediately  sends 
information  of  it  to  any  ship  of  war  on  the  coast,  detailing  the 
particulars  of  the  cargo,  and  the  state  of  forwardness  for  sailing; 
by  which  means  many  have  been  seized,  and  the  envious  and  ma- 
lignant passions  of  these  savages  made  subservient  to  the  cause  of 
humanity.  On  one  occasion  of  information  of  this  kind,  sent  by 
King  Pepel  to  the  British,  by  which  his  rival  lost  his  cargo,  he 
was  so  exasperated  that  he  prepared  an  expedition  to  attack  him, 
and  take  vengeance  for  the  injury  and  insult.  He  got  a  coflin 
made  for  Pepel,  which  he  intended  to  bear  before  him  as  an  en- 
sign, and  sent  a  messenger  to  apprise  him  of  it.  "Tell  Pepel,'' 
said  he,  "that  I  am  coming,  and  bringing  his  cofTin."  "Tell 
Ephraim,"  said  the  other,  in  reply,  "to  bring  the  coffin,  and  I 
will  put  himself  in  it." 


•  This  paper  wa^  written  previous  to  thf  di^covcrv  of  the  course  of  th«*  Niger  by 
MfiTf     I.lnfirr 
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The  legal  trallk  which  these  men  carry  on  is  principally  with 
Liverpool  ships.  These  supply  the  powder,  each  bringing  two 
hundred  barrels,  having  an  especial  order  in  council  lor  the  pur- 
pose. A  short  time  ago  King  Pepcl  prepared  a  grand  expedition 
to  seize  slaves,  in  order  to  supply  an  extensive  order  which  he 
had  received.  His  war  canoes  were  large,  and  well  appointed, 
and  all  mounted  with  brass  cannon,  which,  as  well  as  the  pow- 
der, were  fabricated  in  JCnglund.  The  use  thus  made  of  Eng- 
lish manufacture  is  aiHicting  to  humanity.  By  us  the  native 
kings  spread  desolation  through  the  country,  and  extend  and  per- 
petuate the  very  thing  we  are  so  anxious  to  suppress:  we  wish  to 
put  down  the  slave-trade,  and  we  supply  the  most  eflectual  means 
of  carrying  it  on.  From  the  superiority  we  confer  on  them, 
each  of  them  fills  a  ship  every  month  with  captives  dragged  from 
their  homes,  and  every  ship  contains  a  cargo  of  from  three  to 
four  hundred  slaves,  so  that  we  are  indirectly  the  instruments  of 
•ending  olT  twenty-four  slavers  from  these  two  rivers  every  year, 
containing  bOOU  n.'vtives,  for  the  markets  of  Cuba  and  Brazil. 

The  whole  of  this  coast,  indeed,  seems  devoted  to  this  traffic. 
From  Cape  Formoso  to  the  Old  Calabar  there  are  six  large  rivers, 
which  fall  into  the  Bight  of  Biafra.  These  all  communicate 
with  each  other,  by  lateral  branches,  and  afford  the  greatest  fa- 
cility for  conveying  the  captives,  and  evading  any  attempts  to  in- 
tercept them;  and  ships  proceeding  to  watch  one  mouth  are  effect- 
ually iJartled  by  the  slavers  proceeding  down  another.  The  num- 
bers sent  in  this  way,  down  the  branches  of  the  six  rivers,  is 
supposed  to  exceed  those  sent  by  the  Bonny  and  Calabar,  so  that 
this  one  Bight  alone,  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of 
coast,  both  from  its  localities  and  the  means  we  supply  to  its 
savage  chiefs,  sends  away  every  year  10,000  slaves. 

Immediately  opposite  the  mouths  of  these  rivers,  and  as  if  it 
was  intended  by  Providence  as  a  station  for  the  watching  and 
suppression  of  the  trade,  lies  the  island  of  Ferdinando  Po,  about 
forty  miles  from  the^coast.  Its  advantages  for  every  purpose  of 
the  kind  were  so  great  that,  in  February,  lS"2f),  it  was  proposed 
to  the  Spanish  government  to  remove  the  mixed  commission  from 
Sierra  Leone  to  this  place,  "as  it  was  in  the  heart  of  the  slave 
country,  its  climate  salubrious,  and  its  soil  sufficiently  fertile." 
The  second  f|uality  in  this  recommendation  is  found,  unfortunate- 
)▼,  to  he  far  from  truth. 
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It  is  a  hi^h  island,  covered  with  dense  wood,  with  waler  of 
an  excellent  quaHtv,  niid  iu  any  in\aiitity.  Larj^e  ouks  grow 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  sea;  satin-wood,  ebony,  p.nd  otln-r  tiard 
and  valuable  timber  abounds.  Some  fuie  strait  lr«e-s  are  admira- 
bly adapted  for  sjiars  and  masts,  and  some  of  the  ships  u;i  tlie  sta- 
tion have  been  s'ip|)lied  from  the  island.  The  native  popelation 
i*  very  great,  anionnting  to  •20i),l)l){),  they  are  not  black,  but  of  a 
dark  copper  colour,  or  brown  red;  their  hair,  not  woolly,  but 
long  and  lank,  and  their  limbs  full,  muscular,  and  well  propor* 
tioned.  They  seem  as  if  they  were  descended  from  the  Moors, 
and  have  a  steady  spirit  of  independence  that  has  resisted  all  at- 
tempts at  making  them  slaves.  On  this  point  they  are  exceed- 
ingly jealous  and  vigilant.  They  do  not  hesitate  to  go  on  board 
the  king's  ships,  with  a  fearless  confidence,  showing  that  they 
are  no  ways  deficient  in  personal  courage;  but  they  evince  an  ex- 
ceeding jealousy  of  strangers  penetrating  into  their  villages,  or  of 
their  advancing  to  any  distance  from  the  coast.  They  had  seen 
the  consequences  of  European  visitations,  and,  like  the  Chinese, 
were  disinclined  to  admit  them  into  their  country.  They  are 
naked,  with  the  exception  of  a  cloth  of  platted  grass  about  their 
loins.  They  paint  their  bodies  thickly  with  red  ochre,  and  the 
more  distinguished  persons  are  marked  with  blue  and  other  co- 
lours. Notwithstanding  their  naked  persons,  and  savage  man- 
ners, they  have  made  considerable  advances  in  agriculture;  part 
of  the  island  is  cleared  and  highly  improved,  and  their  bananas 
and  yams  are  peculiarly  fine;  these  they  barter  for  pieces  of  iron 
hoop,  which  they  receive  like  regular  money.  It  is  cut  into 
lengths  of  seven  inches,  and  the  natives  prize  it  above  any  other 
articles  of  barter,  and  convert  it  into  knives,  daggers,  and  other 
implements.  They  have  also  fowls,  but  they  are  not  so  good,  and 
die  as  soon  as  they  are  sent  on  shipboard. 

The  English  settlement  is  on  the  north  part  of  the  island.  It 
was  selected  with  a  view  to  salubrity,  and  it  was  afterwarda 
found,  from  various  remains,  to  have  been  the  very  place  where 
the  Spaniards  had  originally  established  themselves,  when  for- 
merly masters  of  the  island — sundry  articles  of  broken  pottery, 
and  remnants  of  walls  and  bastions,  indicate  this  fact. 

The  first  governor  of  Ferdinando  Po  was  Captain  Owen,  who 
bfojght  with  hira  twenty-five  mirines,  and  about  two  hundrnd 
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kitck  soIiIkts  of  llie  Afiicuij  corps,  besides  carpenters  and  otliei 
artilicer*.  to  the  number  of  seven  hundred  people,  who  erected 
»  fort,  governor's  rfsidcnce,  and  houses  for  themselves,  where 
tfiey  were  soon  cst>ibJialied,  with  every  hope  of  enjoyment,  on 
(his  beautiful  i;»lai«d;  but,  notwithstanding  the  anticipations  of  it» 
healthiness,  it  wai»  soon  found  to  be  exceedingly  insalubrious. 
The  men  were  seized  with  low  intermittent  fevers,  which  in  a 
»horl  time  left  them  in  a  deplorable  state  of  mental  and  physical 
debility,  from  which  very  few  recovered,  and  those  who  did  so 
remained  for  a  considerable  time  in  a  state  approaching  to  idiot- 

The  last  station  to  wliich  our  crui$crs  were  ordered  to  direct 
iheir  attention  was  the  river  Gaboon,  within  thirty  miles  of  the 
equator.  It  is  notorious  fur  its  slave-trade.  From  hence  to  Mo- 
rambi(juc,  the  whole  coast  wag  open  to  the  Brazilians,  who  col- 
lected slaves  from  Molembo,  Cabindo,  and  other  places,  which 
by  treatv  they  were  allowed  to  trallic  with,  insomuch  sa  tlfat  in 
the  year  IS1\)  no  less  than  -1 1,()U(),  and  in  the  year  1K30,  5-^,000 
slaves  were  openly  imported  into  and  sold  in  the  slave-markets 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  alone.*  On  tlie  twenty-third  of  lust  March, 
however,  this  permission  expired,  and  no  native  is  now  allowed 
to  trartic  for  slives  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  on  pain  of 
being  punished  as  pirates. 

It  was  the  gt.neral  opinion  that  the  vigour  and  vigilance  of  our 
eruisers  had  nearly  suppressed  this  tralFic;  such  however,  unfor- 
tunately, was  not  the  fact.  The  whole  number  captured  by  our 
cruisers,  and  sent  to  .Sierra  Leone,  from  June  1819,  to  July  1628, 
was  l.J,iSl,t  being,  on  an  average,  14U0  per  annum;  while  du- 
ring that  period  above  1(10,01)0  were  annually  taken  from  the 
coast,  either  by  lawful  or  unlawful  traders.  The  latter  were 
principally  from  the  isle  of  Cuba.  In  lb  17  a  treaty  had  beei\ 
concluded  with  the  .Spanish  government,  that  the  slave-trade 
•huuld  be  abolished  in  the  entire  dominions  of  Spain,  and  the 
sum  of  Jt  100,000  was  actually  given  by  the  British  government, 
as  a  compensation  to  those  engaged  in  it.  Notwithstanding  this, 
^10,001)  klaves  have  been  annually  exported,  from  the  Gallinas 
and  the  lliver    Uoiinv,  into  Cuba  alone,  by  armed  vessels  of  dif- 


•  WiUli'*  Uracil.     Vcl   ii.  [-Afs  'Jl'i  *  t^rHuBirntarr  Rvports. 
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feroiit  nations,  who  act  both  as  j)irati's  and  slavers.  Their  man- 
uer  of  proceeding  is  this:  they  set  ont  from  the  Havannah  to 
hover  about  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  if  they  can  ehide  our  vigi- 
iaiue,  and  take  in  a  curijo  of  slaves,  they  proceed  direct  with  it 
to  Cuba.  If  not,  they  turn  pirates,  seize  the  first  ship  they  meet, 
jireferring  one  laden  with  slaves.  They  murder,  and,  iu  suiuc 
cases,  put  on  shore  in  desert  j)laccs,  the  crew,  and  proceed  with 
the  vessel  and  curijo  to  Cuba,  where  they  readily  dispose  of  them; 
the  slaves  are  landed  on  the  back  of  the  island,  and  dispersed  in 
various  ways  through  the  ^V'est  Indies  and  Brazil. 

These  pirate  slavers  have  been  the  pest  and  terror  of  the  trop- 
ical regions  of  the  Atlantic  for  some  years;  accounts  of  their  atro- 
cities till  the  columns  of  our  newspapers,  and  the  law  which  makes 
a  slave-dealer  a  pirate,  is  fully  justified,  as  their  characters  are 
now  combined  and  identified.  One  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
daring  of  this  class  has  lately  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  cruisers. 
On  the  third  of  September,  1S30,  Captain  Gordon,  of  Ills  Majes- 
Iv's sloop.  Primrose,  fell  in  with  the  Spanish  ship  of  war  Veloz 
Passageiro,  pierced  for  thirty,  and  mountino;  twenty  guns,  com- 
manded by  Jose  Antonio  de  la  Bega,  bound  from  A^'hyda,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  the  llavannah,  having  on  board  five  hundred 
and  fifty-five  slaves,  and  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of 
different  nations;  and  after  a  short  but  desperate  action,  in  which 
the  pirate  slaver  had  eighty-six  men  killed  and  wounded,  with 
five  of  the  unfortunate  slaves,  she  was  taken  possession  of.* 

It  appears,  then,  that  while  the  English  public  supposed  the 
slave-trade  suppressed,  it  has  been  carried  on  for  the  last  ten  or 


•  It  appt-ars  that  this  forniidable  ship  had  long  been  known  to  carry  on  the  nt-fa- 
rious  trade.  Thi?  fullowin^  passage  occurs  in  Ur.  Walsli's  "Notices  of  IJrazil." 
"Captain  Arabin  had  met,  rrhilc  on  the  coast,  oue  of  these  atrocious  vessels.  She 
wan  a  ship  of  war  from  the  llavannah,  cunimanded  by  a  Spaniard,  of  tlie  -name  of 
Jose  Antonio  de  la  Hfga;  slic  was  called  the  VcIoz  I'usflaseiro,  niuunted  twenty- 
four  long  guns,  and  was  manned  by  ICl  desperate  fvllows  of  all  nations.  !>ijc  was 
capable  of  containing  1-2(X)  slaves,  and  liad  a  tender  in  con)pany  for  stowin<»  400 
more,  lie  (Captain  Arabin)  had  rccsired  certain  information  1  hat  he  would  sail 
fjr  ths  Hivainah  on  tlic  first  of  May,  with  his  own  ship  iind  his  consort  full  t*f 
slares,  aid  so  cross  our  ciarse  n-'ar  tht?  equator  about  thiv  time.  Wc  had  been,  there- 
fore, for  same  days,  lookiujT  out  for  her,  and,  as  it  was  supposed  he  would  make  a 
dcsperati  resistance,  prL-parations  were  made  for  his  reception." — Vvl.  ii.  p.  474. 
Ttey  afterwards  pursued  and  captured  a  pirate  kliVer  supposiDg  it  to  be  the  oa« 
thij  expcct'.'d,  but   it  turned  out  to  b,-  utiother  rlinilar  dopuradu 
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t»rclve  vf:irs,  t.»  laiulv  as  '^icnt  an  e-xtetit,  rnitl  under  much  more 
revohiii;;  circiimstuiici's  thni)  ever;  it  remains,  tlicrelure,  for  Eng- 
land to  cori!>idt-r  uliat  rnij>t  be  done  for  its  tfit'ctuul  suppression. 
Since  the  |\Tenty-ll>ird  i»f  Mureh,  Isjt),  the  difliculty  is  consider- 
ably abrid}»ed,  for  now  the  tcfiole  coast  of  Africa,  from  Mozam- 
bique to  Morocco,  is  included  in  the  prohibition,  and  no  nation 
can  trade  for  slave?*,  under  any  pretext  or  eviision,  either 
to  the  south  or  north  of  the  line,  ^iuch,  however,  yet  remains 
to  be  done.  The  present  instructions  to  His  M;\jesty's  ships  are 
%o  vaj»ue  and  re.>»tiictive,  that  known  shivers  are  constantly  met 
on  tlie  coast  and  in  the  rivers  of  Africa,  and  cannot  be  molested 
unless  they  have  the  slaves  actually  on  board.  Tliis  is  readily- 
done  in  one  night,  as  often  as  the  cruiser  is  called  or  driven  away 
from  her  station  by  business  or  bad  weather;  and  when  she  re- 
turns again  the  slaver  has  depailed  with  her  full  cargo,  and  it  is 
in  vain  to  follow  her,  as  vessels  of  this  description  are  built  ex- 
pre>slv  for  spied,  and  at;eni])ls  to  overtake  them  iire  fruitless. 
By  an  nddition;u  article,  in  the  treaty  with  the  Netherlands,  it 
is  stipulated  that  all  vessels  are  to  be  considered  as  slavers,  and 
treated  as  such,  when  they  have  an  apparatus,  such  as  hatches 
with  their  gratings,  shackles,  large  cop])er  boilers,  6>:c.,  evident- 
ly intended  for  slaves,  even  though  none  should  be  found  oa 
board.  This  article  should  be  included  in  the  treaties  with  eve- 
ry other  nation,  so  that  any  such  vessel  found  on  the  coast,  be- 
longing to  any  country,  should  be  seized  and  confiscated. 

Again,  by  treaties  with  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Netherlands,  and 
Brazil,  mutual  right  of  search  is  allowed  to  cruisers  of  each  na- 
tion, but  no  right  of  mutual  search  exists  with  France  and  North 
America,  and  staves  are  continually  transported  with  impunity 
under  their  llags.  Klforts  must  be  made  to  induce  these  latter 
uatious  to  consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  no  longer  to  suffer 
the  little  etiquettes  of  national  vanity  to  oppose  this  great  cause 
of  God  and  man.  'If  then,"  says  Dr.  Walsh,  "when  the  u7jo/c 
coast  of  Africa  is  protected  from  this  commerce,  and  no  vessel 
of  any  nation  is  permitted  to  traffic  on  any  part  of  it,  the  right 
of  mutual  search  is  acknowledged  and  acted  on  by  all  civilized 
nations,  and  every  ship  found  with  the  damning  proofs  on  board 
be  contiscated,  and  the  crews  treated  as  pirates — then,  and  not 
till  then,  can  we  Lope  to  see  this  horrid  trathc  fuially  abolished.'* 
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AVith  til  is  wo  iiorfi'otly  ai^rcr;  hut  sonictluii^  (iiori'  y't  icm;iiiis 
to  be  done.  As  ioiii;  as  Cuba  continues  in  its  piesont  state,  the 
refns^ium  pcccatonnn  and  the  rcct'ptacle  of  buccaneers,  it  is  Iiopc- 
less  to  attempt  to  suppress  entirely  the  traffic  in  slaves.  Like 
the  piratical  state  of  l^arbary,  it  is  the  opprobrium  of  the  civili- 
zed world,  a  nest  of  pirates,  and  a  den  of  slaves.  We  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  taken  possession  of  like  Algiers,  if 
its  own  weak  or  wicked  government  is  not  able  or  willing  to  up- 
hold the  common  and  recognized  rights  of  nations. 

But,  above  all,  wo  must  extinguish  slaverv  in  our  own  colo- 
nies. As  long  as  that  foul  blot  is  permitted  to  stain  our  national 
character,  our  inducnce  is  weakened,  and  we  cannot,  with  any 
justice  or  consistency,  prescribe  to  others  that  they  should  not 
make  slaves,  when  we  ourselves  hold  nearly  a  million  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures in  a  similar  bondage.  As  long  as  unhappy  beings 
perish  in  that  state  at  home,  the  cupidity  of  masters  will  find 
means  directly  or  indirectly  to  supply  the  loss  from  abroad.  This 
great  act,  then,  remains  to  be  accomplished,  and  then  England 
may  expect,  with  the  high  and  commanding  auxiliary  of  her 
moral  influence,  that  others  should  follow  her  example. 


ABOLITION  OF  SLATERY  IN  MEXICO. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  conversation,  for  several  hours, 
with  a  gentleman  of  liberal  education  and  religious  principle,  a 
native  of  this  State,  afterwards,  for  five  years,  a  slave-holder  ia 
Mississippi,  and  now  a  resident  at  Metamoras,  in  Mexico.  He 
has  resided  in  that  republic  for  about  ten  years,  and  is  personally 
acquainted  in  most  of  the  Mexican  States.  Our  conversation 
turned  principally  on  the  abciition  of  slavery  in  that  country. 
The  fact  that  slavery  was  abolished  at  the  time  of  their  declara- 
tion of  independence,  was  announced  iu  the  newspapers;  but  we 
have  never  seen  any  such  minute  account  of  the  circumstances, 
mode,  and  results,  of  the  transaction,  as  rendered  the  information 
of  much  value.  Believing  that  the  subject  would  interest  our 
readers,  and  even  hoping  that  it  mii^ht  excite  inquiry,  and  event- 
ually throw  some  light  upon  the  path  which  oar  own  country 
must  pursue  to  escape  from  the  evils  of  slavery,  we  have  obtain- 
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cJ  the  consent  of  our  iiifuriiiaiit  to  lay  the  substance  of  our  cou- 
Yersatiuti  brfurc  the  publie. 

lu  some  of  the  soutliern  jiroviiices,  Ariirans  hud  l)ecii  iutrodu- 
ted,  puiihHsed  and  held,  as  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Ill  tli#  nortlicrn  provinces,  the  slaves  were,  at  least 
generallv,  of  inciiiin  extraction.  They  were  more  ignorant  than 
the  negroes  in  our  southern  States,  and  more  vicious.  They  were 
surrounded,  too,  hv  a  state  of  society  less  enlightened  and  less 
%  irtuous  than  of  our  slave-holders.  Civil  govcinment  was  less 
understood,  and  less  efTectually  administered.  Immediately  \ip- 
ou  the  declaration  of  indepeiidence,  a  law  was  passed  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  throughout 
the  .Mexican  Kepublic.  Each  of  the  provinces,  now  states,  ar- 
ranged the  details  of  the  process  of  emancipation  for  itself,  but 
the  principles,  and  in  all  important  respects,  the  details,  were 
every  where  the  same,  and  substantially  these. 

The  master  at  once  opened  an  account  \\\\.\\  each  of  his  ser- 
vants, like  the  following. 

LOTT  CARY  TO ,  Dr. 

Jan.  1,  ISIO.     To  ca^h  i.aid  for  yoursilf, gCOO 

Do.  fur  P.lary  your  wif.-,          .....  400 

Do.  for  John,  your  son,         ......  "oO 

22.                To  calico  for  Alary, -  2 

Feb.  1.               To  ca«h  for  schooling  vour  children,    ....  5 

20.               To  lo.t  5ilav»,         -   ' 1 

March  29.               To  h -if,                3 

$1,211 
CVv. 
Ajiril   1,  IMO.     Hy  3  muntlis'  labor,   at  ^C  ]iir  ni.uih,  -  -         .       '^IS 

Do   of  Mary,  at  <54,         ' 12 

Do.ofJotin.at  §2, 6 

Here,  the  original  debt  is  supposed  to  have  been  $1,*200,  and 
the  balance  due  to  the  master  at  the  end  of  three  months  is 
$1,17').  At  this  rate,  the  whole  debt  will  be  paid,  and  the 
whole  family  redeemed,  in  twelve  vears.  The  actual  result  was, 
that  the  great  body  of  those  who  had  been  slaves,  were  out  of 
debt  in  a  shorter  time. 

Till  the  debt  is  paid,  the  servant  is  reijuired  bv  law  to  continue 
o\\\\\iihacienda  (plantation)  and  labour  as  formerly.  While  thus 
employed,  he  is  entitled  to  his  rations,  which  are  a  little  less  than 
half  a  bushel  of  Indian  corn  per  week.  If  he  wishes  for  more 
or  other  food,  it  i^  furnished   hy  the   master  and  charged  in  his 
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account.  The  same  of  all  tlie  other  iiL-ccssurii's  and  comforts  of 
life.  Lest  tlie  master  shoiikl  tnko  advantage  of  tlie  iniprovidcuce 
of  the  servant,  to  keep  him  always  in  debt,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
charges  for  siipjjlies  for  a  specilied  lime  shall  never  exceed  half 
the  amount  of  the  wages  of  the  family  for  that  time,  and  any 
charge  above  that  amount  is  absolutely  void  in  law. 

The  master  has  no  power  to  punish  his  servant,  in  any  manner 
whatever.  The  duties  of  the  servant  arc  lixcd  by  law,  as  defi- 
nitely as  the  nature  of  the  case  permits,  and  magistrates  are  ap- 
jiointed  in  every  neighbourhood,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enfor- 
cing them.  If  the  servant  is  in  any  way  worthy  of  punishment, 
the  master  complains  to  the  magistrate,  who  investigates  the  mat- 
ter and  takes  the  necessary  measures  to  ensure  good  conduct. — 
And  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  master  neglects  his  duty,  the  ser- 
vant has  the  same  means  of  enforcing  its  performance. 

Among  the  other  duties  of  the  master,  he  is  required  to  furnish 
those  on  his  plantation  with  suitable  means  of  literary,  moral  and 
religious  instruction;  and  so  generally  do  the  servants  avail  them- 
selves of  this  privilege,  that  nearly  all  the  rising  generation  will 
be  tolerably  versed  in  reading,  wTiting  and  arithmetic. 

If  any  servant,  whose  debts  are  unpaid,  Avishes  to  leave  the 
hacienda  to  which  he  belongs,  he  may  demand  of  the  master  a 
written  statement  of  his  account;  and  if  he  can  persuade  any 
person  to  advance  the  sum  due,  the  master  is  obliged  to  receive 
it,  and  the  servant  is  transferred  to  hira  who  advanced  the  mon- 
ey. Similar  transfers  take  place  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
master,  but  never  without  the  consent  of  the  servant.  When 
his  debts  are  paid,  the  servant  may  leave  the  hacienda  if  he 
chooses,  or  remain  upon  it,  if  the  owner  sees  fit  to  employ  him; 
but  whether  he  remains  there  or  removes  to  another,  the  mutual 
duties  of  master  and  servant  continue  the  same,  and  there  is  the 
same  system  of  laws  to  enforce  the  performance  of  them. 

As  the  result  of  this  system,  the  servants  paid  up  their  debts, 
purchase  money  and  all,  in  a  few  years.  During  the  process, 
they  acquired  habits  of  forethought  and  economy.  The  hope  of 
bettering  their  condition,  gave  a  sjiring  to  their  minds,  and  ele- 
vation to  their  whole  characters.  Thus  they  were  fitted  for 
the  enjoyment  of  perfect  liberty,  by  the  very  process  of  ac(juiring 
it.     M«unwhilc,  the  despotic  character  of  slavery  is  chongfd  ju- 
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the  concilialing  form  of  parental  oversight.  The  master,  when 
the  servant  asks  for  siJi)plies  whicli  he  ought  not  to  have,  cora- 
Dioulv  says,  "My  '^on.  you  can!;ol  aflord  it.  Sucli  and  sueh  pur- 
chases are  more  suitable."  The  grudge  which  the  slave  natural- 
ly hears  his  master,  gives  way  to  filial  confidence,  and  botli  par- 
ties regard  themselves  as  members  of  the  same  family.  Clene- 
rally,  when  freed  from  debt,  and  at  liberty  to  choose  their  resi- 
dence, servants  have  chosen  to  remain  on  the  hacienda  to  which 
they  formerly  belonged.  .Some  have  purchased  small  building 
lots,  and  erected  houses  upon  them;  but  more  generally,  the  ex- 
cess of  their  wages  over  their  expenditures  is  laid  up  in  cash. 

Our  informant,  thinks  the  example  of  Mexico  invaluable  to 
the  United  .Stales.  He  thinks  our  situation,  both  as  an  establish- 
ed and  well  regulated  civil  government,  and  in  respect  to  the 
character  of  masters  and  slaves,  much  more  favorable  to  the  suc- 
cess of  such  an  experiment  than  theirs  was.  He  declares  with- 
out hesitation  that,  were  he  again  a  planter  in  Mississippi,  and 
the  laws  of  the  State  would  permit,  he  would  immediately  com- 
mence the  manumission  of  his  slaves  on  the  Mexican  system,  and 
has  no  doubt  of  a  beneficial  result. 

We  asked  him  one  question,  which  we  were  almost  ashamed 
tp  ask,  and  are  now  almost  ashamed  to  record;  but  degrading  as 
is  the  thought  of  introducing  such  considerations,  on  a  subject 
which  involves  the  mental  and  moral  wellbeing  of  millions,  we 
think  it  necessary,  in  order  to  remove  an  objection  which  will 
exist  and  have  influence  in  minds  that  are  quite  ashamed  to  avow 
it.  ^Ve  asked  him,  whether  any  planter  had  been  made  poor  by 
the  termination  of  slavery.  He  at  once  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  stated  that  the  plantations  were  now  worth  more  than 
the  plantations  with  the  slaves  on  them  formerly  were.  No  one 
has  been  made  poor  by  it.  It  has  given  property  to  the  servant, 
and  increased  the  riches  of  the  master. 

The  justice  of  charging  the  slaves  with  their  purchase  money, 
how  the  amount  of  that  charge  is  to  be  determined,  and  what 
modification  the  system  needs,  to  adapt  it  to  our  southern  States, 
are  subjects  on  which  we  shall  not  at  present  speak.  We  com- 
mend the  whole  subject  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tiic  United  S*atcs,  and  especially  to  that  part  of  our  citi- 
zens, whom  it  most  nearly  concern*. —  VermotU  Chronicle. 
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A  LAW  OF  Tlii:  S TATK  OT  M  AllVLA.M). 

An  Act  litUuing  to  the  People  of  Colour  of  tills  Stale. 

SecTiON  1.  lie  it  rnncled  bt/  the  (irnnal  Assembly  rj/"  MaryUnul,  Tliiit  ihc  pov- 
eriior  ami  council  shall,  lis  soon  as  c()iiv<-iiiiMitly  may  be,  aller  llu-  pasiapc  of  (hit 
-uct,  apjioiiit  a  board  of  iM,i-.ag:fr».  consisting  of  thrcf  |HT.<ons,  who  sliull  at  the  limy 
of  Ihoir  appointment,  be  u»emb''i^  of  the  Mai ylantl  State  Coloni/Jition  Society, 
whoji-  ilutv  it  shall  be  to  remove  from  the  State  of  Maryland  ibo  people  of  cohmr 
now  free,  and  such  »s  shall  hereafter  berome  so.  to  tin-  l'(diiny  of  Liberia  in  Afri- 
ca or  to  sueb  other  place  or  places  out  of  the  limits  of  this  Si;ite,  as  they  may  ap- 
prove of,  anil  the  person  or  persons  fo  to  be  removed  shall  consent  to  po  to,  nc- 
oordinsr  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  provide  for  their  eftablishnient  and 
support  as  far  as  necessary,  and  to  discharfre  the  other  duties  ri'fjuired  of  them  by 
ihu  act;  and  before  the  said  nianaf^ers  shall  proceed  to  act,  they  shall  severally 
siive  boi.d  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  penalty  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  condi- 
tioned for  their  faithful  accounting  lor  all  the  monies  that  may  come  to  their  liunds, 
which  bond  siiall  be  approved  byoue  of  the  judfres  of  lialtimorc  county  court  uud 
»cnt  to  the  treasurer  of  the  ^Vestern  Shore  of  this  State. 

Section  II.  A-.ul  be  it  inacted-,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  tho 
Westeru  Shore  to  pay  to  the  board  of  manaj^ers  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  direct- 
ed, such  sums  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  require,  uot  e3ici-<din!;  in  all,  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  during  the  present  year,  to  be  ai)pli<'d  by  them,  as  they  iu 
their  discretion  shall  think  best,  iu  removin;;  or  causing  to  be  removed  such  slaves  as 
may  hereafter  become  free,  and  such  leople  of  colour  as  arc  now  free  and  may  be 
willing  to  remove  out  of  the  State  to  the  Colony  of  Liberia  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
or  to  such  other  place  or  pl.aci-s  out  of  the  limits  of  the  State  as  they  may  think 
'best,  and  as  the  said  persons  so  to  be  removed,  may  consent  togo  to,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  provided:  and  the  said  board  may  from  time  to  time  make  such  prepa- 
rations at  the  said  Colony  of  Liberia  or  elsewhere  as  they  may  think  best,  which 
shall  seem  to  them  expedient  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  and  support  of 
the  said  persons  so  to  be  removed,  until  they  can  be  enabled  to  support  themselves 
and  shall  also  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  them  necessary  and  expedient 
to  obtain  and  place  before  the  people  of  colour  of  the  State  of  JNIarylaiul,  lull  and 
correct  information  of  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  Colony  ol  Liberia,  or 
«uch  other  place  or  places  to  which  the}  may  recommend  their  removal,  and  shall 
return  a  faithful  account  of  all  their  expenditures  of  the  said  sums  and  make  a  full 
report  of  all  their  proceedings  to  the  next  general  assembly  of  this  State. 

Section  III.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  It  shall  hereafter  be  the  duly  of  every 
«lerk  of  a  county  in  this  State,  whenever  a  deed  of  manumission  shall  be  left  iu 
his  otfice  for  record,  and  of  every  Register  of  Wills,  iu  every  comity  of  this  State, 
whenever  a  will,  manumitting  a  slave  or  slaves,  shall  be  admitted  to  ])robate,  to 
send  within  five  days  thereafter,  (under  a  penalty  often  dollars  for  each  and  eve- 
ry omission  so  to  do,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  tho  |)eace,  one  half 
whereof  shall  go  to  the  informer  and  the  other  half  to  the  State;)  an  extract  from 
«uch  deed  or  will,  stating  the  names,  number  and  ages  of  the  slave  or  slaves  so 
manumitted,  (a  list  whereof,  in  the  case  of  a  will  so  proved,  shall  be  filed  there- 
with, by  the  executor  or  administrator)  to  the  board  of  managers  for  Maryland, 
for  removing  the  people  of  colour  of  said  State;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
board  on  receiving  the  same  to  notify  the  American  Colonization  Society,  or  the 
Maryland  State  Colonization  Society  thereof,  and  to  propose  to  such  society  that 
they  shall  en2:age,  at  the  expense  of  such  society,  to  remove  the  said  tlave  or 
slaves  so  manumitted  to  Liberia;  and  if  the  said  society  shall  so  engage,  the-n  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  managers  to  have  the  said  slave  or  slaves  deliver- 
ed to  the  asrent  of  such  society,  at  such  place  as  the  said  society  shall  appoint,  for 
receiving  such  slave  or  slaves,  for  tin-  purpose  of  such  removal,  at  such  time  as  the 
said  society  shall  appoint;  and  iu  case  the  said  society  sliall  rufuse  so  to  receive 
and  rerao\'e  the  person  or  persons  so  manumitted  and  ofl'ered,  or  in  case  the  said 
person  or  persons  shall  refuse  so  to  be  removud,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  board  of  nianasers  to  remove  the  said  person  or  persons  to  eiich  otlur  place  or 
places  beyond  the  limits  of  this  Slate,  as  the  said  boaixl  shall  ajiprove  of,  and  the 
siaid  pertion  or  persons  -\\'A\  be  willing  to  co  to,  and  to  ]>rovide  tor  their  reception 
and  support  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  said  board  may  think  necessary,  until 
they  shall  be  able  to  provide  for  th<-mselvcs.  out  of  any  money  that  may  be  earn- 
ed by  their  hir<-,  or  may  be  otherwise  provided  for  that  purj)0se,  and  in  cane  the 
said  person  or  persons  sliall  refuse  to  be  removed  to  any  place  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  State,  and  shall  persist  in  remaining  therein,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  board  to  inform  the  sheritfof  the  county  wherein  such  per«oii  or  percoini  uioy 
be.  of  such  refusal,  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the  said  sheriff  forthwith 
(0  arrcHl  or  cause  to  be  arrested  tht  said   person  or  pcrioos  so  refukin^  to  tiui|{raly 
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from  (hi*  Si«t<>,  anil  tr«iij>orl  Ihe  taid  peMOn  ur  per^ont  t><'7""^  '^*^  liuiiti  of  tbifc 
8u(p;  a.ij  all  (Isf ea  ihall  bj  ca^jLtlc  of  receiving  iiiuiiuuiisai'ju,  for  iht-  purpose  of 
reaijral  at  afjrrtaiJ,  with  ihfir  oonacol,  of  whatever  ag<-,  any  law  to  the  conlrn- 
TJ  o<.  I  wilhtUtidiu'. 

Sec  I  ION  IV.  And  bt  it  fniettd,  That  in  ca<e  any  slave  or  slaves  so  maiiunut- 
led.  cjjuol  6.-  reuioVril  without  d>.-|>aratii>;!'  faiiiilics,  and  thi.-  said  slave  or  slave* 
uuWiUiu^  oo  that  accuuiit  to  bo  rciuuvi-d,  shall  di-sire  tu  renounce  the  freedom  ao 
lotcndrd  t>v'  the  taid  d^cd  ur  will  to  be  );iveu,  then  it  khall  and  luay  be  coiupeteat 
to  lu'-h  tUrr  ur  aUvci  <o  to  renounce  in  open  court  the  benetit  of  Baid  deed  or  will, 
■ud  tJ  ruutiuue  a  tlitve. 

Se^Tio.v  V.  And  be  it  tnacttd,  That  it  khall  and  maybe  competent  for  the 
Urpha  I'i  C  jurt  of  ihii  .Slat>.',aud  ('>r  Bulliiuyro  Ciiy  Cqurt,  to  grant  aniuuUy  a 
prriuil  to  any  sUve  or  kUvei  *u  iiinnumilt-'d  a^  aforesaid,  to  remain  aii  free  in  the 
»*,\  ■■  tmay  ,  in  eakot  where  the  suid  oonrls  may  be  sati»tied  by  respectable  teati- 
ui  Kiv  that  »ueh  »lave  Or  ^itavei  lo  n>4:itiuiittcd  deserve  such  permission  on  account 
ol  tlieir  rstrajrdiuary  i;ood  conduct  und  character;  J'ruvidid,  such  permit  shall 
uot  e»  -mpt  «  ly  manumill'>r  or  hi>  r^-pr»  siiil.ilive*,  or  his  estate,  from  any  liabili- 
ty to  mainl4in  any  hereafter  emancipated  slave,  who,  at  the  time  his  or  her  right 
to  freedom  aC'-TU^-s,  may  U^  unable  to  s;uia  a  livelihood,  or  be  over  forty  live  years 
of  aj;r  at  <.iid  time,  and  af(<Tv<-ar<U  become  unable  to  maintain   himself  or  herself. 

Section  VI.  Aifi  be  it  enwttd,  That  the  said  B  i.ird  of  Maiiajjers  shall  in  all 
cat'*  where  ih-*  rem  >val  of  a  slave  or  slaves  manumittid  as  aforesaid,  shall  de- 
volve upjn  thrm,  have  full  power  and  authority,  whenever  the  same  .shall  be  ne- 
o  s^arv  and  can  be  done  with  advanla'.;e,  to  hire  out  such  slave  or  slaves 
to  inai.umitled  and  «o  to  be  reiiifivi'd,  until  their  wa^rs  shall  produce  a  tullicient 
•urn  t )  d..fray  all  expoiisei  atliuding  their  removal,  and  necessary  support  at  the 
place  or  places  of  such  remo\al. 

Sectio.s  VII.  And  bt  tt  enacted.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  is 
hereby  auth  >rri:j'd,  and  reqiiirtd,  fir  the  purpose  of  paying  for  the  transportation 
of  the  cjloured  population  of  this  State,  lo  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  Slate,  in 
eertifi-ates  oi'»tjck,  u  Jt  l.-<4  than  one  thousand  dollars  laeli,  the  sum  of  twenty 
th'u-4iiJ  d.>lUr't,  redeemable  at  the  ex]iiration  of  fifteen  years,  at  a  rale  of  interest 
n  ■!  ■  \  --odiii;;  five  per  cent,  per  annum:  and  the  faith  of  iJie  .Slate  is  hereby  pledg- 
e  I  I  jr  (h-  p.tvmenl  uf  ih  •  said  principal  when  due,  and  the  interest  accruing  semi- 
annually Until  paid;  and  the  money  so  borrowed,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  pay  for 
the  removal  of  the  free  coloured  population  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State;  and 
the  said  Treasurer  is  aUo  reipiired  to  borr'jw,  on  similar  terms,  and  payable  at  the 
lapse  of  rtflL-cn  years  iVom  the  date  of  the  loan,  such  further  sum  or  sums  as  may 
b;  required  to  pay  th.*  cxni-nse»  incurred  under  this  law,  in  removing  the  free 
Dfopl-  of  cjj'iur  in  this  Stat^-  to  Liberia  Or  elsewhere,  beyond  the  limits  of  thi« 
Sut' — provided  alwaiff,  that  the  amount  of  loaui  made,  shall  not  exceed  two 
hundred  thoutand  dullars. 

SJEcnoN  Vlll.  And  6e  it  enarAed,  That  for  the  purpose  of  raisin*  a  fund  to  pay 
the  (iriucipal  and  j.,.,.r,-it  of  the  loans  authorized  and  required  by  this  act,  the 
levy  courts  ,,-rs  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  as  the  case  may 

b--,  and  the  ^'  -y  council   of  Baltimore  are   her<-by  authorized   annually 

duriu'<   the  c-  :    this  act   to  levy  on  tJie  assessable  property  within  their 

rr»p,-riire  c-iuuties,  clear  of  the  expense  of  collection,  severally  as  follows: — On 
Someruet  county,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  ajid  sixty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-three 
ccnU;  oa  W.jrcesier  county,  ih  •  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars 
and  thirty -three  cint-i;  uii  i)orcbi-sier  county,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  six- 
ty-tereu  dolUrs  and  thirty- three  cents;  on  Talbot  county,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
ao'l  •eventy-»u  dollars;  on  Queen  .\une's  countv,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
•ev»iity-live  djllars  and  thirty-three  cents;  on  Caroline  county,  the  sum  of  one 
hu>idr<-d  and  fifty  dollars;  on  Kent  cuuiity,  the  turn  of  two  hundred  and  cightr- 
onr  d  )llar»;  and  on  Cecil  county,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars 
and  sixty-iix  cent*:  on  Harford  county,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollar*  and  tixiy-aix  C'-iit<';  on  Baltimore  county ,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  two 
huadr<-d  and  forty-four  d'jllars  and  sixty-six  c<nts;  on  Anne  Arundel  county,  the 
sum  of  •ix  hundrrd  and  lifty  fjur  dollars;  on  Prince  George  county,  the  sum  of 
five  hundrrd  and  twelve  d'jllirs  and  sixty-six  cents;  on  Calvert  county,  the  sum 
of  one  hundr>-d  and  sixty  duliars  and  sixty-six  Cents;  on  St.  Mary's  county,  the 
sum  .  f  tw  1  hindr-d  a:id  sixty-three  dollars  and  thirty- three  cents;  on  Charles 
county,  the  ium  of  four  hundr>d  and  forty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents;  on  Mont- 
Itomery  county,  the  aum  of  three  hundred  and  forlv  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents;  on 
Frederick  c-juiiiy,  the  aum  of  nine  hundred  and  furty-four  dollars  and  sixty-six 
Cents;  00  \Va»hiii/ton  county,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  ninetv-one  dollars  and 
thirty-one  cents,  and  on  .\lleghany  county,  the  sum  of  one  hundrwd  and  fiftv-eight 
dollars;  which  said  aiaount  or  auin   shall  be  collected  in   the  tame  manner  and  by 
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Ihc  sinie  collector  or  collectors  m  county  clmr^es  arc  colU-ctfd,  the  lery  eoorti  or 
oouimis.-iioiii-rs  a<  tin-  cnsr  may  be,  and  tbn  .'Mayor  and  city  cniincil  of  liHllimore 
rcr|ii-ctiv<.'ly  takinij  bond  with  suHicii-nt  sccnrity  tVfnn  cnc-li  collrctor  for  the  faith- 
ful collection  and  |>iiynient  of  the  money  in  tbr  trehsnry  of  (lie  Kastern  or  Western 
•Shore,  a.s  the  case  may  be,  at  the  time' of  jiaying  other  imbiie.  nioney.s  to  and  for 
the  use  of  the  St.ile. 

Skctui.v  IX.  And  bt  it  enartid.  That  the  slieriflfs  of  the  Hevcral  connlics  of 
this  State  >hall  bo,  and  they  are  h.-rcby  retjnired,  to  cau^e  the  nundier  of  the  free 
I>coi)le  of  colour,  inh.ibitiiii:  their  reM>ective  counties,  to  b;;  taken,  and  cnnse  to  be 
made  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  said  free  people  of  colour  residing  in  their  respect- 
ive counties;  the  said  ennnn-ration  shall  distiniJTuish  the  sexes  of  said  free  people 
of  colour,  .inil  the  said  list  ^hall  state  the  ai;es  of  such  free  people  of  colour,  for 
olleetiiii;  which  the  sheriiri  aforesaiil  shall  have  power,  and  arc  hereby  reipiired, 
ti  appoint  one  or  more  assi>tants  in  their  respective  counties;  the  said  list  of  names 
S'ld  th»  said  enumeration  shall  be  made  by  nn  actual  inipiiry  by  such  sherilFor  hit 
assistant  at  every  dwellin;^  house,  or  by  personal  inijuiry  of  the  head  of  every 
tamily;  the  said  H.-tinpr  and  enumeration  shall  eomnn  nee  on  the  first  day  of  June 
n  -xt,  and  be  completed  within  three  months  thereafter,  and  the  said  slu  ritVs  sliail 
make  out  two  copies  of  said  list  and  enumeration,  statini;  the  names,  sc>xe<<,  and 
a;es  of  the  free  people  of  colour,  in  their  respective  countiis,  and  shall  deliver 
one  copy  to  the  clerk  of  their  respective  counties,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record 
the  same  in  a  book,  by  him  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  aiul  the  other  copy  shall 
b;"  by  said  sherilfs  transmitted  to  the  board  of  manaii;ers  appointed  under  thi«  act, 
and  every  sheritf  failing;  to  comply  with  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  section,  .shall 
forfeit  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recoverable  in  the  county  court  of  their  respective 
comities,  by  action  of  debt  or  indictment. 

Skction  X.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  compensation  of  every  sheriff  and 
assistant  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every  fifty 
persons  by  him  returned,  except  where  such  person  resides  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, where  such  shcriti"  or  assistant  shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  C:.'nts  for  three  thousand,  anil  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  for  every  three  hundred  persons  over  three  thousand  residin^I  in  the  oity  of 
Baltimore,  which  said  compensation  shall  be  levied  on  the  assessable  property 
within  the  respective  counties,  and  be  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  tho 
sai  1  collector  or  collectors  as  county  charges  arc  collected,  and  be  by  them  paid 
over  to  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the  same:  provided,  that  the  Levy  Courts  or 
Commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  and  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti' 
more,  as  the  case  may  be,  may,  if  thev  deem  the  compensation  hereby  allowed  ia- 
adeqnate,  allow  su.?h  further  compensation  as  they  may  deem  ]>ropcr. 

Section-  XI.  And  bi  it  enacted.  That  the  several  .sherilVs  of  the  counties  of  this 
State  shall,  from  time  to  time,  make  report  to  the  said  Board  of  iManai^ers  of  scch 
of  said  free  people  of  colour,  in  their  said  counties,  as  they  shall  find  willing  to 
remove  from  the  State,  statimj  therein  the  names,  a^es  and  circumstances,  of  such 
persons,  and  the  place  or  places  beyond  the  limits  of  this  State  to  which  they  are 
/  willing  to  remove,  and  whetlr-r  they  are  or  are  not  able  to  d.fray  the  expinses  of 
such  removal;  whether  any  such  means  are  provided;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the 
said  Board  of  .Managers  whenever  they  shall  ascertain  by  the  said  reports  of  the  said 
shcrilFs  or  otherwise,  that  such  persons  of  colour  are  willing  to  remove  from  tho 
Slate,  to  make  a  register  of  their  names  and  a'xes,  ar.d  take  such  measures  as  they 
may  think  necessarv  for  their  removal  as  soon  as  practicable,  eilhi-r  to  the  Colony 
ot  Liberia,  or  to  such  other  place  or  places  beyond  the  limits  of  this  State,  which 
the  said  Board  may  approve  of,  and  to  which  they  may  be  willing  to  so,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board,  if  there  shall  b'-  offend  to  them  more  than  they 
can  send  in  any  one  year,  from  th<-  difl'erent  counties  as  aforesaid,  to  apportion  the 
iarac  among  the  said  counties,  according  to  the  number  respectively  of  their  free 
people  of  colour,  as  appears  by  the  last  census. 

Sectio.v  XII.  And  Ije  it  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  taken  or 
Construed  to  extend  to  any  slave  or  slaves  who  may  be  entitled  to  his,  her,  or 
their  freedom,  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  any  deed  of  luanumiision  executed  and  re- 
corded arcordinfr  to  law  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  last  will  and  testa- 
ment duly  admitted  to  probate  before  the  passage  of  said  act,  unless  he,  she,  or 
thi-y,  shall  consent  thereto. 

By  the  Hcrme  of  Dile^atex,  March  14,  1332. —This  engrossed  bill,  tho  orisrinal  of 
which  p,x3sed  this  House  the'Jih  day  of  March,  1S32,  was  llii»dav  read  and  ass.  nt"  d  to. 
By  order':  GP'.O.  G.   IJKKWER,  Clerk. 

By  the  Senate,  March  14,  IS'JJ. — This  engrossed  bill,  the  original  of  whirh  paii- 
ed  the  Senate  the  12th  day  of  March,  1''32,  was  this  day  read  and  ass'-nted  to. 
By  order:  JOS.  H.' NICHOLSON,  Clmk 

[  t..   •.  1  r.F.O.    HOWARD 
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FKOM   LIKERIA. 

ny  the  return  of  tl>e  James  rerkins,  Capt.  Crowell,  which  left  Liberia  on 
rhe  26th  of  January,  we  have  despatches  which  repreient  the  Colony  to  be 
rlcciilcdly  prosperous.  Capt.  Crowell  arrived  at  the  Colony,  after  a  quick 
passage  of  35  diiys,  on  the  14lh  Jan.  and  landed  343  emigrants,  all  in  good 
health.  "It  gives  me  pleasure,"  he  remnrks,  "to  add  that  I  experienced 
much  less  trouble  witli  them  than  I  anticipated,  never  having  occasion  to 
resort  to  any  mode  of  government,  except  that  of  mild  and  reasonable  re- 
quests, and  all  my  orders  were  uniformly  received  witii  cheerfulness,  and 
promptly  obeyed;  to  which  cause,  under  the  protecting  hand  of  Provi- 
dence, I  in  some  measure  ascribe  their  perhaps  unparalleled  health  during 
the  passage;  for  I  am  persuaded  tlial  if  a  like  number  had  been  distributed 
in  the  largest  county  in  Virginia,  they  could  not  have  enjoyed  greater 
freedom  from  disease  than  those  did  while  on  board  my  ship. 

"After  conducting  their  families  and  cflTects  to  Caldwell,  several  of  the 
most  respectable  of  them,  paid  us  a  parting  visit  the  day  before  we  sailed, 
and  expressed  themselves  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  relative  to  the 
general  appearance  of  tlie  country  and  town,  their  prospects  of  gaining* 
livelihood,  &.C.  and  to  quote  their  own  words,  "thought  they  could,  with 
industry,  get  a  good  living  there,  and  be  their  own  masters  besides." — 
Extracts  from  the  valuable  communications  of  the  Colonial  Agent,  will 
appear  in  our  next  number.  We  will  only  remark,  that  every  thing  seems 
to  be  prepared  for  a  much  larger,  and  more  rapid  emigration  to  Liberiit 
than  has  hitherto  taken  place.  "You  can  have  no  idea,"  observes  the 
Colonial  Agent,  "of  the  favourable  impressions  we  have  made  on  the  na- 
tives of  tlie  country.  They  are  constantly  sending  messages,  requesting 
us  to  settle  at  different  points  on  the  coast,  from  Cape  Mount,  to  below 
Trade  Town,  and  means  only  are  wanting  to  enable  us  to  occupy  any 
portion  of  the  Coast  between  these  two  points."  Africa  is  indeed  inviting 
her  long  exiled  children  to  return  to  her  bosom,  and  her  past  and  present 
Bufierings  make  an  appeal  in  their  and  her  behalf,  which  it  would  be 
criminal,  if  not  impossible  to  resist. 

— »«®c-— 

COMMERCE  M'lTII  LIBERIA. 

Tiif  CoiDioiltee  to  whuiu  was  ri-fiTrcil  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
tonkinj;  some  arran^^eiiieiits  with  a  coniini-rcial  a<rent  to  secure  the  reg-ular  de- 
jiirture  of  vessels  fur  I.ilieria,  made  the  foUowiug  Report,  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  Board  of  Manasrers. 

That  it  would  be-  inexpedient  for  the  Board  of  Manaircrs  to  prosecute,  them- 
telvis,  or  t'j  furiu  with  ethers,  any  roinniereial  arransrements  which  would  in  any 
»vi«e  aftVct  a  tree  a.'id  ecpial  competition  arnuiic  ail  tho^e  wlio  niav  be  disposed  to 
rnjasfe  in  trade  to  Liberia.  A  temporary  aid  inisht  perhaps  be  atTurdcd  to  the 
funds  of  the  Si.'ciety  l>y  ensnirinijr  in  schemes  fotnidid  on  exclusive  privilopieip;  hui 
«uch  »chi-nie8,  bv  abrid'^inp:  the  field  of  competition,  could  scarcely  fail  to  diminif^h 
the  aijffreeate  of  iti  commerce,  and  would  be  attended  by  the  usual  and  inevitable 
eriU  of  all  monopolies.  So  far  as  supplies  are  sent  for  the  subsistence  of  the  colo- 
ui*t<  bv  the  Society,  it  mii^ht,  on  first  considrration,  be  considered  as  fair,  that 
they  "hould  be  received  free  from  duty:  but  when  it  is  reflected  that  the  appre- 
hension of  tho»e  di«|>osed  to  enirajc  in  trade  to  Liberia,  wilh  a  view  to  profit,  that, 
uudcr  thi<  pretext,  (|uautitiee  of  goods  uiight  be  iutrcduccd   into  the  Colony,  duty 
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free,  to  an  uiiliiniti-d  ftinouiit,  tlic  elTcct  would  almost  be  to  (later  luorclmnt*  from 
fiisjasrin^  ill  tho  tratli-  ullo-rillu'r.  or,  it'  llu-v  sIidiiM  ciiEjago  in  it.  to  do  so  on  so  r«*- 
slrlctod  a  sralc  as  to  lia/.ai-d  llic  ^uiiplii-s  rf(|iiiri'd  for  the  support  of  tiic  Colony,  or 
to  furnish  tlicin  at  cnlianci-d  and  cMravaaant  priors,  wiicrcby  injury  would  in  this 
way  bv,'  inllicU'd  niui-h  li'-yond  tlu-  l)vMU'Ht  that  misrlit  cmisui;  from  the  partial  nup- 
j>lios  furnislu'd  by  the  Society  or  its  privileued  agents. 

But  there  is  another,  which  it  is  believed  is  the  correct  view  to  be  taken  of 
the  subject.  The  supplies  for  the  Colonists  form  but  an  inconsiderable  ]>ortion  of 
the  demand  that  may  lie  created  by  the  wants  of  the  a<ljic<-nt  inhabitants.  It  i» 
the  supply  of  these  wants  that  presents  a  great  cominercial  field,  and  will  proba- 
bly the  most  etV.'ctually  .advance  the  civilization  of  Africa,  and  with  it  tli".-  exter- 
ininatioii  of  the  slave  trade.  They  who  shall  supply  these  wants  on  the  fairest 
and  lowest  terms,  will  command  this  trade,  and  will  ensure  to  it  the  greatest  sc- 
curitv  and  exiiansioii.  All  experience  shows  that  unrestricted  individual  interest 
constitutes  th.-  surest  means  ot  ed'eeting  this  object;  and  that  all  other  means, 
whateviT  illusoiv  promises  they  may  at  first  hold  (jtit,  are  soon  coiiTiTtid  into  in- 
ftruments  of  cjrruption  and  oi>pression.  In  short,  the  ii'-arer  Liberia  can  be  an- 
in-oximatod  to  a  free  port,  the  stronger  and  broader  will  be  the  fouiidations  ot  a 
prosperous  Colony.  Wliile,  however,  the  soundness  of  this  view  of  the  .-.ubject  in 
considered  as  incontrovertible,  it  is  believed  that  great  advantage  may  arise  from 
the  Society,  in  the  incipient  stage  of  the  Colony,  using  such  means  as  it  may  com- 
mand, witiijut  any  exclusive  privileges,  to  extend  the  field  of  commerce  by  con- 
tribiitinti:  it.-  aid  towards  more  extensive  and  regular  supplies.  And  it  is  a  recom- 
mendation of  this  object,  that  it  will  likcU-isc  yield  the  readiest  means  of  a  gradu- 
al and  regular  transportation  of  emigrants.  The  Committee,  under  these  impres- 
sions, recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

RcKolved,  That  it  is  advisable  to  establish  a  regular  system  of  Packets  between 
the  United  States  and  Liberia,  for  the  transportation  of  emigrants  and  goods,  one 
of  which  shall  depart  from  this  country  every  two  months,  and,  when  the  funds  of 
the  Society  admit,  every  month;  that  such  vessel  be  of  between  200  and  400  ton* 
burden. 

Resolved,  That,  towards  effecting  tliis  object,  proposals  be  publicly  invited  of 
the  terms  on  which  such  vessels  will  be  furnished,  including  all  the  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  voyages. 

_»«e©©,« — 

INTELLIGENCE. 

ViaGiNi.\. — We  regret  to  state  that  the  Hill  appropriating  .'f!;3.5,000  for  the 
present,  and  §'90,000  for  the  next  year,  to  aid  in  the  colonization  of  her  free  peo- 
ple of  colour,  and  whicli  passed  the  House  of  Delegates,  has  been  lost  in  the  Sen- 
ate by  a  verv  small  majority.  That  the  measure  will  ultimately  succeed,  we  have 
not  a  doubt,  and  the  success  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  is  certain,  if  the 
friends  of  the  cause  will  do  their  duty. 

Maryl.asd. — This  State,  it  will  be  seen  by  ourprescnt  number,  lias  engaged  vi- 
gorously in  the  sreat  cause.  She  has  appropriated  S'-'KOOO  annually  for  ten  years, 
for  the  colonization  of  her  free  people  of  colour,  and  this  sum  we  are  confident  will  bo 
augmented  as  circumstances  may  show  to  be  desirable.  The  whole  .American 
people  are  becoming  deeply  interested  in  a  scheme  full  of  blessings  for  this  coun- 
try and  fur  Africa. 

— ..v»e®  »«•' — 
CO.VTRl  BUTIOXS 

To  Ihc  .American  Culonixulion  Socictif,  from  Tth  Fchnuin/, 
183!3,  to  \9.th  Jlurc/i,   1*8 3 -2. 

Collection  by  Hcv  H  \V  lluritt,  of2ii(l  Prcs  Cit  Woodliritig-e, 

near  N'ew  IJriinswick,  N  J  j)cr  Simon  Mctnily, 5 

Charles  KclloiC,  of  Kelloj^s\  ille,  Cayiie^a  county,  Xcw  York,  10 

The  Voiiiig'  Ladies   coinposinp;-  the    circle  of  indtistrv  in  the 
F.HSt  I'trisli,   Utitlund,  Vt— Miss    Mary  15    l'ai,'c.    Treasurer, 

per  Williain  ['at^e,  of  Uullaiid 150 

Collection  by  Uev  T  1)   Haird,  Pittsljur},',  I'a $.]   75 

Donation  by  I>ilto, 1    '25    5 

Centre  Coiifj'l  Sor  in    C.ilni.inlown,  N   II  per  Uev    II    Uood,  2 

Selh  Shelby,  Soutli  Varmyuth,    .Maine, .3 
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Mi»*  Ann  Mjii:*  lii^liis,  Ncwbcrg',  New   York,    1 

Collection  b>  Itcv  i;  W  Junvicr,  I'isgali  Cli    Pitt><grovc,  N  J  11 

by  Rev  Jit!iR'<t  C  llarnes,  in  his  Cl>  (hlf  letttT  is 
not  tlttc^l  at  any  place,  and  it  is  not  known 
where  lie  resiJcs), 5 

Mi«i  f'owper,   ncxr  Savannah,  Georffia, 6 

Ucv  K  K  IJiirlcy,  postage  on  h  private  letter  refunded, 18 

Evcrurd  I'cck,  of  Uochcster,  Monroe  c<»  N  York,  viz; 

Collection  by  Ucv    G  Meat,  ['res  Ch  Ui^'a, ilQ  50 

in  1st    I're*  Cli    Portage  co  New  Y'ork,       o    19 
bv  W   tl  Hiown,    Ks<j    Baptist    Cliurcli, 

'  fcniicid 10 

Aux  Soc  0)rd--n,  by  Joslali  Stront^,  '!> ..        7         32  69 

Itev  J  |-"oote,  of  \  a  for  balance  of  c(j|lection  by  him,  per  Hon 

Mr   Armslronp 'J   40 

G  A  Klliott,  (if  Hric,  I'a  per  Hon  George  Banks,  viz: 

From  hi«  Anx  Society,    1^1 

Hugh  NYilson,  of  Union  Township,  Pa  . . . .      5  6 

Rev  T  Alden,  of  Meudville,  Pa  per  Hon  Mr  Banks,   viz: 

Collection  in  Konneyant  (.'onxTegaiion $1   16 

in  NV arson's  Klin  ditto,  ...   66  1   82 

Oliver  P  Hubbard,   of  New  Haven,  Conn  viz: 

From  Ladles  of  Norvv  irh,  Ct f.'JS 

Ladies  of  New  Haven,  Ct 77 

this  tntm  over  the  amount   intended, 1  IIJ 

f'ollections  by  Kev  Mr.  Crosby,  in  Pennsylvania,  viz: 

Ilurrisburi;,  Jhiiipftin  ciiunty  — A  T  Dean  5,  \Vm  Graydon  5, 
J  !l  Weir  10,  |{  H  Shannon  5,  R  Sloan  5,  A  (Jr.ivdnn  5,  J 
•frimhU-  5,  A  Mahon  5,  C  I5l>tlie  5,  F,  Hl\tlie  5,  \V  Boyd  3, 
H  Held  1,  li  Smyroii2,  H  Beaver  1,  (  I'lie  5  preceding  do- 
nors  are  membei-s  of  the  Legislature.)  .1  Johnson  3,  S  Ag- 
new  3,  W  li  Deuit  1,  1)  Zacharias  1,  J  Zearingl,  J  Peacock 
2,  J  P  Keller  1 ,  .1  McKinney  1,  H  Amis  1,  W  M  Carson  1,  A 
M  Piper  1,  J  A  NW-ir  :?,  WAllison  1,  A  Brenemen  1,  H  Mc 
(;owan  1,  J  Beryhill  2,  J  Davies  1,  J  Uoberts  1,  G  (Jaulla- 
her5.  H  Cross  1.  M  McKinney  1,  J  \Vriglit2,  J  M  Forster 
.",  S  Douglass  1,  A  H  I.ocliman  1,  Cash  and  donations  less 
than  a  dollar  19  23,  M  Keller  1,    121   25 

Hearlin^,    liirks  county- — Obrlen  8i  Uagule  5,  M  J    Biddle  5, 

\V  Darling  5, 15 

J^nruiler,  Lancaster  count y — W  Kirkpatrick  10,  The  Misses 
Ye:ttes  10,  A  Fllmuker  lu,  J  Hopkins  5,  \V  Hopkins  5.  Mrs 
E  Hull  5,G  S  Moyeri,  J  Demiith5,A  L  Hayes  5,  H  KeHer2, 
J  U  Montgomery  1,  Mrs  Shufliier  1,  J  Cochran  1,  Mrs  Slay- 
maker  1,  .1  F  Heinitcli  1,  J  Nicholson  1,  It  Jackson  1,  Mrs 
McCoy  1,  J  Maflit  1,  R  Fra/er  1,  W  Jenkins  2,  Mrs  Coning- 
ham  1,  J  Kberrnan  I,  G  Clarkson  1,  G  H  King  2,  M  Dick- 
Bon  1,  Mrs  Frui.kin  2,  \V  Frlck  1,  G  L  Atlee  2,  Mrs  Brien 
2,  Mrs  K  HtifVnagle  1,  F  A  Muhlenburg  2,  Mrs  C  Jenkins 
1  5U,  am't  of  donations  less  than  a  dollar  2  25,  Cash  20  25,  114 

Columbia,  Laneatter  county — Amount   paid  by  Jidm  McKis- 

nick,  Treasurer  of  the  Columbia  Aux  Colonization  Society  57  41 

Mttrietta,  hmcnster  cminty. — D  H  Hachman  1,  J  B  Matieson 
1,  J  A  Stanet  2,  Miss  A  Whitchill  1,  J  Steele  1  50,  J 
Queen  (coloured  man)  1,  H  Hays  1  50,  Cash  1  50,  amount 
of  donaiicjns  less  than  a  dollar  I   75, 12  25 

York,  York  cnunty. — Amount  paid  by  J  \'oglesong,  Treasu- 
rer of  the  York  county  Colonization  Society,  it  being  the 
avails  of  subscriptions  and   collections  in  York,        49  02, 
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lS-31.]  Contributions.  31 

Donations '. 24  50  73  52 

Total  tlon:»tions  ami  coll'ns  acknowliilj^ed  in  the  list,  $o7o  43 

Amount   of  collections   acknow  lc(li,'Oil   by    me   in    former 
lists,  bnt  not  forwai-.U'.l,  Hu  95  Cash  2    .' 132  95 

Kev  Gfoi-j^e  I'otts,  of  Natchez,  Miss  as  follows — 
2n(l  annual  payment  of  S    1)    for   5  j  ears,  $1U0 
3nd              ditto,               I',  1)         ditto,             100 
2nd               ditto,                M  1)         ditto,              100 
2nd  ditto,  Y  S  ditto,  100  

Aux  Col  Soc  Albemarle  co  Va.  per  T  \V  Gilmor,  Ksq 

Collection  in  llajjtist  Coni;-   Pctersl)!^^,  \'a — under  pastoral 
care  of  UevCJ  Mason,  by  W  M  Atkinson, 

Ur  Alex  Somerville,  of  F.sscx  co  \'a.  per  Hon  C   V  Mercer,. 

Yellow    Spring   Congreijation,  (ireeiie   co  Oliio,  ])er 

J  Crane,  Esq $17  25 

Dr  John  Steele,  Dayton,  Ohio,  per  ditto, 25 

John  ro\  le  to  supply  the  Colony  with  Hibles, 

Kev  Y.  Cheever,  of  Stillwater,  N  Y — collection  in  Pres  V.\\  of 
that   place,    (should  have    been   acknowledfced    earlier) 

Aux  Soc  of  Carrolton,  Indiana,  per  Hon  J    Duncan, 

Aux  Soc  Newark,  N  J.  A  W  Corey,   Tr.  per  Hon 
Mr.  Frelinphuysen,  as  follows,  viz: — 
Collection  by    Kev    Mr  Johnson,  of  Lexington 

Heights,  Greene    co  New    York,  $14 
From  Female  Benevolent  Association,  by  Rev 

Mr  Johnson, 10  24 

Hon  Ths  M  T  McKennon,  as  follows,  viz: — 
From    Daniel   More,  F.sq.  Tr  Aux  Col    Socie- 
tv,   Washington   co   Fa.  of  which,  the  sum  of 
$14  40  was  collected  by  Ilev   J   Stockton,   of 
I'res  Ch  Cross  Creek  Village,  AVashington  co  Fa 

From  Aux  Society,    $\\   85 

Collection  by  Mr  Stockton,    14  40 

From  Aux  Soc  of  West    Middieton,    Washing- 
ton co  Fa  J  McFadon,  Tr 15         41   25 

Hon  Theodore  Frelinghuvsen — sent  to  him  by  Dr  McDow- 
ell, of  Elizabethtown,  N  J — from  Rev  Eli  Mechin,  of  the 
Fresbytery  of  Elizabethtown,  now  in  Jonesborough,  Tenn 
to  constitute  him  a  life  member, 20 

Ohio  State  Col  Soc  per  S  Reynolds,  Esq  Tr — to  be  applied 

to   removal  of  emigrants  designated  by  said  Societv,     ...  400 

John  Dunlop,  Kdinhurg,  Great  Britain,  per  Rev  Dr  Laurie,  10 

George  A    Elliott,  Esq  of  Erie    county,  Fa    per    Hon    John 

Hanks — in    addition  to  55  paid  and  credited  29    February,  5   79 

Ind'ana  Col  Soc  per  Isaac  ('oc,  Tr   as  follows — 
Collection  in   Fres  (Jh  by    liev  J    R    Moreland, 

pastor  (!ndian:ipolis),    $10  57 

in  Metli  Ch  of  Indianapolis,  by    Rev 

Thomas  Hill 13   50 

in  Fres  Church,    Washington,  Davis 

CO  by  Rev  Ransom   Hawley,    ....        4   10 
in  Pisgah  Cli  (Fres)    Clark   count v, 

by  Rtv  J  Dickey .".        f)  75 

nalancp  by  the'society,    ...    .' 31    58    66   50 

General  Eben    Elmer,  of  Rridgctown,   Cumber- 
land co  N  I.  per  Hon  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,    100 

Daniel  Cloud,  Shenandoah  co  Va   per  John    V  Higdon,  Bal- 

t.more, 5 
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3-i  ('jiitril)utions.  [March, 

E)Jcr  T   Bru«ilui,  uf   Hock    Mills,  Culpepper  co 
V» — lii«  siihscripiion  to  llie  Liberia  Htrnlil,  .  .        2 

'I'hoiniti   Ambler,    of  Farrowsvillc,    \'a — Ills  uub- 

•cripUon  to  tlic    l.ibt-ria  llcntlil -  

Kcv   I.cvi  W  bite,  lollt-ciinn  by  bill!  a*.  SandisficUl,  Mass  per 
UcorKc  Hull,  tbr<mj;li  J  <■  Uunn 

CuUcctiuh  by  K.v  \\m   Jobnston,  in    bis   conp   Urownsville 
ami  Dunlup's  t;reek,   Hrow  iisville,    i^a    

Colleclions  by  K  S   Finley,  as  follows — 

Amount  acknowlfdjfcd  in  Repository,  May,  1831,  p.  93  .. 
lU)                  ilo                         do            Sep.   1811,    p.    210 
Receipts  acknowledged  in  letter  of  12  Nov  1831,  viz — 
Mr«  Snii/.,  Trcas  Ucuding'  Kem  Col  Soc  23  60,  4th  July  col- 
lection Pre*  Oli  Danville,  Ken  16, 

Ucv  S  IJ  Blytbc,  Hillsboro  (O)  4th  July  collection  ;pl5.  Rev 

J  Urown,  Kicliniond,  Ky.  4tb  July  col  23  75 

Mrs  M  Duncan    Tr  Fcm  (;ol  Soc  Winchester,  Ky  $0  75,  A 

M  Preston,  Tr  Col  Soc  NN'incluster,  Ky  31,    

U  J  Hreckcnriiljfe,  Kscj  col'n   after  an  atUlress  by  hini  at  a 

canip-mectinjc  held  on  bis  farm, 

K  J   )lr.ck<yiriil)?e,  E>q  donation  $100,  M   Fisher,  Spring- 

ficl.l  (O)  10.  Mr  Ward.r  10 

Itcv  W  m  {ir.iv,  Sprin>,'fuld  (())  4ih  of  July  collection  12, 
Itcv  W  L  Gaines  of  Mnnig-orr.ery,  Hamilton  county,  Ohio, 
4h  of  July  coil's  in  Somerset  and  Hopewell  churches  9  25,  21  25 

CJ  M"ore,  Secretary  of  Montgomery  Col  Society  11,  Dr  J 
Steele,  TrtasurtT  of  Dayton  Colonization  Society  165, 
Itcv  A  niancbard,  Cincinnati,  4th  Jidy  col'n  6th  Fres  oh 
J  15  Morton,  Scc  Louisville  Ccd  Society,  money  paiil  in  af- 
ter address  by  mc  40  25,  Mrs  H  Massie,  same  time,  20,  Miss 

il  James,  same  time,  1 

Lexifipton  Female  Col  Society  200,  (i  Graham,  Jr  Treasu- 
rer Cmciiuiati  Col  Society,  per  Dr.  Shane,  being-  from  Ox- 
ford  (;ol  .Society  80,  Cincinnati  Colonization  Soc  137  50, 
UecM  also  from  Dr  Shane,  the  followinij  sums  collected  by 
(i  Graham,  Jr.  viz; — Geo  Graham  (donation)  $25,  W  Rui"- 
fm  5,  C  Sontajj  5,  .1  H  Jones  5,  Mrs  C  Jones  5,  A  Brownell 
3,  K  Bibb  5.  cash  5,  S  Huntt  5,  cash  3,  G  Taylor  5.  A  V 
Howell  3,  '1'  H  Ye.timan  5,  It  Hucliannan  10,  T  Sharpless  5, 
H  F.merson  25,  A  Ow  en  3,  ^V  Deminjc  3,  cash  5,  J  llrooke 
3,  Kveleth  &.CO  2,  15  Stoier  10.  C  Fox  5.  cash  1.  L  L  Shrive 
5,  cash  1,  A  B  ItoH  2,\V  Griffin  10,  W  S  Johnson  10,  N  G 
Pcfidlelon   5,  J   S  Armstronjj  5,  amounting   to  189 — Less 

2  5iJ.  not  received 186  50 

Uec'd  also  per  Dr  Shane,  collection?;  by  Dr  J  C  Finlej.  viz: 
Dr  J  C  Finley  10,  Stephen  Burrows  1U,F  Symmcs  10,"  J  Ba- 
ker  10,  Mr  Oane  5,  Curtis  &  Kellogg  2 — and  by  same  hand 

received  collections  by  S  Burrows  4  50, 51    50 

Collected  by  Dr  Sparks  S  75,  Uh  of  J idy  collection  in  Syca- 
more Strc-et  Bapiir.i  Cb  9  50 '. ..  18  25 

Amount  acknowledgeil  in  Repository.  Jan.  1832,  p.  345..  273 

Receipt*  acknovi  ledged  in  letter  of  2uih  Jan.  1832,  via: — 

U  Campbell,  Augusta,  li.i.  30,  James  Harper,  do.  30 60 
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Total,  $4,091  25 


(Jj*  Wc  arc  ohTgc  1  to  postj)on«  much  interesting  intelligence. 


Wi  ;mism-.. 


